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!l ﬂ“ for 5036

India is trying to showcase Ahmedabad’s
sports infrastructure in Olympics bid

xactly two decades after hosting its mai-

den Commonwealth Games (CWG), India

will welcome the quadrennial extravagan-
za’s centenary edition to its shores in 2030. The
move is another unmistakable sign that India
wants to be seen as a sports destination of repute.
The choice of Ahmedabad as the host city is stra-
tegic too, for India has submitted the Letter of In-
tent to hold the 2036 Olympics with Ahmedabad
as the front-runner. However, while the Olympics
retains its allure and grandeur, the CWG has been
beset with difficulties. Once signifying the impe-
rial unity of the British empire, the CWG is strug-
gling for relevance in the post-colonial world.
Successive host cities have dropped out citing ris-
ing costs - Birmingham replaced Durban in 2022;
Glasgow has come to the rescue for 2026 after the
Australian State of Victoria withdrew, and Ahme-
dabad has stepped in for the Canadian province
of Alberta. Not so long ago, India itself was cold to
the competition, with the then Indian Olympic
Association president Narinder Batra, in 2019,
calling it “sub-standard” — albeit in his personal
capacity — and strongly pitching for India’s with-
drawal. Also, when New Delhi conducted the
Games in 2010, there were allegations galore of
large-scale corruption and incompetence.

So, what merit does India see now? First, it is
an important soft-power medium. Second, the
nation’s sporting aspirations have grown mani-
fold, and though performances by its sportsper-
sons have not kept pace, there is a genuine push
toward diversifying on-field excellence and going
beyond just cricket. India has world-class heroes
such as double-Olympic medallist javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra to showcase, and there is hope
that big ticket events, when held in one’s back-
yard, can inspire a generation. There is the infras-
tructural uplift they can trigger, helping not just
the athletes but also the public at large. But there
are potential pitfalls too. In sporting terms, the
CWG stands diminished. Glasgow 2026 will fea-
ture just 10 disciplines, and those such as bad-
minton, hockey, shooting and cricket have been
excised. There are very few sports that match up
to international standards, for nations such as the
United States and China are not part of the Com-
monwealth. India has won 61, 66, 64, 101 medals
in the last four editions, but in the subsequent
Olympics, it has secured just six, seven, two and
six medals, respectively. India also has an escalat-
ing problem with doping, which can mar its
standing if left uncontrolled. The financial outlay
for the CWG should be kept in mind too, for costs
can be prohibitive. Ahmedabad 2030, thus, off-
ers opportunity and hope. It should be used to
display a strong present and shape a glorious
future.

2030 for 2036
2036 & forw 2030

India is trying to showcase Ahmedabad’s sports
infrastructure in Olympics bid

AR AT Srell # FgACEIE & W JTEIGAT HY TG T FIat
NRRAAFTETE
India to host the 2030 Commonwealth Games

I 2030 ISTASH Wall Y ASTET=T HIIMT

o Exactly two decades after hosting its maiden Commonwealth
Games (CWG), India will welcome the quadrennial
extravaganza’s centenary edition to its shores in 2030.

379 Ugol ASEHSA Well (CWG) T ASTTAT o SIeh af g2k 91,
TR 2030 H 3T IR-IYT AT & AcTed) HEHIOT T TR
LT

e The move is another unmistakable sign that India wants to
be seen as a sports destination of repute.

Ig e H Tah 3R TTse Hahd § o 9IRT v ufafSod @ aideq &
9 F W@ ST A8 B

e The choice of Ahmedabad as the host city is strategic too, for
India has submitted the Letter of Intent to hold the 2036
Olympics with Ahmedabad as the front-runner.

IGHACTATG ! ASTST AT YoTolT 3fY T0TeAITcteh &, Frifeh IR oF
2036 AHieTde T ASTETT & ol STeT 9 arfldl fohar § et

JgHCIETE 330l g
e However, while the Olympics retains its allure and grandeur,
the CWG has been beset with difficulties.

gTellTeh 3Telfe 379 THS 3R TTdr S0 W §, «ifehe CWG
S FHidATsdr A foRT W@ § |

¢ Once signifying the imperial unity of the British empire, the
CWG is struggling for relevance in the post-colonial world.

FHe fafeer araATeT A Tehdr 1 Ul T CWG 31T 37R-
stafrafir gferam 7 3ol grafedr & fov Fey Y T e

e Successive host cities have dropped out citing rising costs —
Birmingham replaced Durban in 2022; Glasgow has come to the
rescue for 2026 after the Australian State of Victoria withdrew,

and Ahmedabad has stepped in for the Canadian province of
Alberta.

IR AT AET &l AT T §aTelT gt NS g T —
2022 # IfHEH A T HT 9T o, TATHIT ¥ 2026 & T g
JoTaT 31 AR (3teeforam) & arget a1 o, 3R 319 rgHeETe
Y 3Tedel (FHTST) Y ST off B

¢ Not so long ago, India itself was cold to the competition, with
the then Indian Olympic Association president Narinder Batra, in
2019, calling it “sub-standard” — albeit in his personal capacity
— and strongly pitching for India’s withdrawal.

T THAYI UG dd AN T 30 TR &1 da Seafed 76t
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T, 31X 2019 F ANET T971 A 5T “TI-FES” Fgehl AR T aTIHT ST AT T 27|

Also, when New Delhi conducted the Games in 2010, there were allegations galore of large-
scale corruption and incompetence.

$8h 37eTdT, 2010 # 778 el ZaRT Well T ASTSTET & ERTeT HSETAR AR FHaLT & IR 8
o

So, what merit does India see now?

Y 319 R SHH FIT Agcd SW@AT 87

First, it is an important soft-power medium.

T, TG U AUl AIFE-Tar ATETH § |

Second, the nation’s sporting aspirations have grown manifold, and though performances by

its sportspersons have not kept pace, there is a genuine push toward diversifying on-field
excellence and going beyond just cricket.

G, S T Tl THIETT g I[AT ST 8, 3R 37eT & TerdleT 3T a1fey & 7 a1 &1, AT |
Sepseal &1 e § AT Tgre g HIF & W R

India has world-class heroes such as double-Olympic medallist javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra
to showcase, and there is hope that big ticket events, when held in one’s backyard, can
inspire a generation.

R & 91 AR 99T, S 39 e s 9ga faoidr faa-vadg [T §, iR g g
3 3T o7 91ET &t IR |

There is the infrastructural uplift they can trigger, helping not just the athletes but also the
public at large.

Y TSI SHIEEFaR TAFI i TE1aT & Thd ¢, ST (A% TUeiel & o1al, Sfodh TH FeIdl & T
1 3gTef gremm|

But there are potential pitfalls too.

wfeher Fanifaa Sf@# ot §1

In sporting terms, the CWG stands diminished.

Yol & ToIgel &, CWG &1 Hged Uel g

Glasgow 2026 will feature just 10 disciplines, and those such as badminton, hockey, shooting
and cricket have been excised.

TATHAN 2026 F FHaeT 10 Ve giar 3T dsfHea, giehy, ofeer, frdre 1 ger fear s 81

There are very few sports that match up to international standards, for nations such as the
United States and China are not part of the Commonwealth.

@wmm@uwémm%mmmmmwmaﬁﬁ
India has won 61, 66, 64, 101 medals in the last four editions, but in the subsequent
Olympics, it has secured just six, seven, two and six medals, respectively.

R o [ISe IR CWG # 61, 66, 64, 101 T Sild, ol fhel 38 aTG, o HAlcifdeh H (&% 6, 7, 2
3 6 T & A

India also has an escalating problem with doping, which can mar its standing if left
uncontrolled.

#TIRc 3 AT BT el FoEAT &, S 1 # o 3Te} T 3HhT JcAsaT T 4Tt Tgar Fehchl 81
The financial outlay for the CWG should be kept in mind too, for costs can be prohibitive.
CWG & farw faehar @< of earrer & T grem, Fifeh T 3rcafies gF aehlt g
Ahmedabad 2030, thus, offers opportunity and hope.

U YT, EAGIETE 2030 IHFHT 31T 3TeAT lehT 317a B

It should be used to display a strong present and shape a glorious future.

3H U AFad qaA Game AR 3ooaa fasa 6t & AU & &9 7 39T AT ST anfee |
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GS Paper I: Society, History, Geography

TOPICS COVERED | 01December 2025

1.Cyclone Ditwah weakens; torrential rain claims three lives, damages
crops in T.N

TTgFA fSear HAFR FAT; AR STRST & A AR 6T /I, TEATg § HHAT H

THAT

D

Population:

2.Population in A&N, Lakshadweep set to rise: report
Ifeu ue Fehiam, eerdia § SEEAT S shi sureET: e

History:

3.An exchange of ideas between Carnatic and Hindustanimusic
FATee IR g d@iiia & e faemt &1 srem-gem

4. Modi urges people to take part in Kashi Tamil Sangamam
HIET ¥ AT O 19 AHET STHE § W & T IWE fhar
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Broken remains: A man standing amid the debris of his collapsed house in T.N. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Cyclone Ditwah weakens;
torrential rain claims three
lives, damages crops in T.N.
{GS I: Geography |

334 dead, over
300 missing
in Sri Lanka

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Cyclone Ditwah began to
weaken on Sunday even as
it continued its slow north-
ward movement over the
Bay of Bengal, parallel to
the coast of northern Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry. Tor-
rential rain led to three
deaths, with two people
killed by collapsing walls in
Thanjavur and Thoothuku-
di districts and one person
electrocuted in
Mayiladuthurai.

Over 2,300 people were
in relief camps on Sunday
morning, T.N. Minister for
Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement K.K.S.S.R. Rama-
chandran said, adding that
230 huts have been dam-
aged and 56,000 hectares
of crops are under water.

The centre of the cy-
clonic system stayed
around 80 km from the
coast as it moved at a speed
of just 5 kmph on Sunday
morning, weakening to a
deep depression by Sun-
day night, according to the
Regional Meteorological
Centre. It was expected to
come within 30 km of the
coastline by midnight.

Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain is
likely at isolated places ov-
er T.N. and Puducherry-Ka-
raikal on Monday, with
thunderstorms and lightn-
ing at a few places. Heavy
rain is likely at isolated
places in Tiruvallur dis-
trict. Gale winds are likely

COLOMBO

At least 334 people have died
and 370 remain missing as Sri
Lanka reels from the impact of
Cyclone Ditwah. Huge number
of fatalities were reported from
Badulla, Kandy, Nuwara Eliya,
and Matale districts, home

to some of the most
economically marginalised
communities. » PAGE 14

to decrease gradually, with
speeds of 45-55 kmph,
gusting to 65 kmph, by
Monday morning. Sea con-
ditions are likely to im-
prove gradually.
Addressing a press con-
ference in the State Emer-
gency Operations Centre,
Mr. Ramachandran said
that due to the heavy rain,
crops in about 56,000 hec-
tares in various districts
are under water. Crops
have been affected in
about 24,000 hectares in
Nagapattinam district, ov-
er 15,000 hectares in Tiru-
varur district and about
8,000 hectares in Mayila-
duthurai district, he said.
Once the water recedes,
officials will calculate the
actual damage and Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin will
decide on announcing
compensation for the dam-
ages incurred by farmers,
the Minister said. In res-
ponse to a query, he said

compensation could be
granted only if the loss of
crops was over 33%.

The Air Force moved
about 300 National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF)
personnel from Maharash-
tra and Gujarat to Chennai.
In a social media post, Mr.
Stalin said: “An IAF C-17
has airlifted NDRF teams
and equipment from Pune
and Vadodara to Chennai,
enabling rapid deployment
of over 300 NDRF person-
nel and around 35 tonnes
of essential gear.” With the
arrival of 10 additional
teams, 38 teams are now
ready across Tamil Nadu
and will be deployed to
areas on the basis of their
need, Mr. Ramachandran
said.

About 230 huts have
been damaged due to the
rain, he added. As of Sun-
day morning, over 2,300
people have been accom-
modated in a total of 38 re-
lief camps in nine districts
of Tamil Nadu — 10 camps
in Nagapattinam district,
nine in Pudukkottai, seven
in Villupuram, four in Tiru-
varur, two each in Mayila-
duthurai, Ramanathapu-
ram, and Thanjavur, and
one each in Chengalpattu
and Ranipet.

The State government is
coordinating with other go-
vernment agencies to en-
sure the safe return of peo-
ple from the State who are
stranded in Sri Lanka, the
Minister said. They are ex-
pected to reach on Sunday,
he added.

Cyclone Ditwah weakens; torrential
rain claims three lives, damages
crops in T.N

T3 fSear A= garT; Wit arfeer & =
TN T /I, AT § FEAl Sl Jha

Cyclone Ditwah began to weaken on
Sunday even as it continued its slow
northward movement over the Bay
of Bengal, parallel to the coast of
northern Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry.

ATgFAT fEzaT WEan st FuwiR B o,
Fafh Tg ST <ht WrEt & R it wid o s

H AR Tgar TET, AT HR T & I
TE o FHHIR

. Torrential rain led to three
deaths, with two people killed by
collapsing walls in Thanjavur and
Thoothukudi districts and one person
electrocuted in Mayiladuthurai.

TR STRET | A AR AT A g5, (S e
R A el § S fed & &1 & S
W@ﬁ@%ﬁmﬁ%mﬁﬁﬁgﬁl

. Over 2,300 people were in relief
camps on Sunday morning, T.N.
Minister for Revenue and Disaster
Management K.K.S.S.R.
Ramachandran said, adding that 230
huts have been damaged and 56,000
hectares of crops are under water.
TS 3T SATIET Yeie oAl 3. ., TH.UHL TR,

s J w6 e gae 2,300 @ stferen
T Ted RifeRt # 9, 230 shafeat st g8 §
3 56,000 Fream woat a7 &l 2

. The centre of the cyclonic system
stayed around 80 km from the coast as
it moved at a speed of just 5 kmph on
Sunday morning, weakening to a deep
depression by Sunday night, according
to the Regional Meteorological

Centre.

TTeT HYAATTTeReT HeX o AR, <Ishalrdt

oIt 1 g qe & e 80 fereft gx ter 3fi

AT goIE I8 haa S Teret/eier i i & 1w LN
T, qUT T e I fEUva § a8 T %
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e It was expected to come within 30 km of the coastline by midnight.
T TeATh qoh qever ¥ 30 fordft & ofiaw o1 it 3wig o

Light rain likely
Focht STIET hT THTAAT

e Light to moderate rain is likely at isolated places over T.N. and Puducherry-
Karaikal on Monday, with thunderstorms and lightning at a few places.
HIWIR ! AT S Tgei-ahtTgehet H e T T goeh! § Heaw STRRT i ST €, 3TR 9 THi W
T SR forstett fre & oft e 21

e Heavy rain is likely at isolated places in Tiruvallur district.
Terearee el o o Tl o Wil s st dvreET 2|

e Gale winds are likely to decrease gradually, with speeds of 45-55 kmph, gusting to 65
kmph, by Monday morning.
o g iv-offt 5 it fht Tif dan e 7 4555 fordi/erer it Hiei 1 fd 65 Forwi/wier 7 o
TRl 2

e Sea conditions are likely to improve gradually.
ast faf offt-efit Sedt g AT dvre 2)

e Addressing a press conference in the State Emergency Operations Centre, Mr.
Ramachandran said that due to the heavy rain, crops in about 56,000 hectares in
various districts are under water.

T ATTHT SATHT Het H I H{3hE i Halfed hid gU, 2 THeE o Fer o Il it o e ffie
et & et 56,000 FerRaR wEer W ST 2

e Crops have been affected in about 24,000 hectares in Nagapattinam district, over
15,000 hectares in Tiruvarur district and about 8,000 hectares in Mayiladuthurai
district, he said.

32 et T amratgAm § @ 24,000 deear, foeame 7 15,000 g @ s1fie it AraengeR §
T 8,000 TeFesR weeT Tl s &

e Once the water recedes, officials will calculate the actual damage and Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin will decide on announcing compensation for the damages incurred by
farmers, the Minister said.
= 7 T foh T e o S1e AT ATEdfaeh TR T ST Bl S AT UL, T e
H3EST o T ot @

e In response to a query, he said compensation could be granted only if the loss of crops
was over 33%.

T T4 o IR & I8 el o G Faet aer o S wehdt & ST w6t 1 366 33% & 317 2

e  The Air Force moved about 300 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
personnel from Maharashtra and Gujarat to Chennai.
FREAT 4 Hgrreg AR Torra § @ 300 NDRF st #1 w=s womiafa foram

e In asocial media post, Mr. Stalin said: “An IAF C-17 has airlifted NDRF teams and
equipment from Pune and Vadodara to Chennai, enabling rapid deployment of over
300 NDRF personnel and around 35 tonnes of essential gear.”

T "t Hifear aree # #ff werfer 1 wan “IAF C-17 7 gur oi aggw @ NDRF dWi ik sashot &
=3 TRl o, foe@ 300 & srfers it ST @M 35 e SArawae 9 i @id ddt §9e g31”

e With the arrival of 10 additional teams, 38 teams are now ready across Tamil Nadu
and will be deployed to areas on the basis of their need, Mr. Ramachandran said.
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o5ff TeiEa 3 et o 10 srfafes St % o1 & Ty, 38 2t o1 dfterrg § RN § 3R S & STER A
T T Y S

About 230 huts have been damaged due to the rain, he added.

I8 et foh aTfeT & spmor T 230 siafeat afore g 2

As of Sunday morning, over 2,300 people have been accommodated in a total of 38
relief camps in nine districts of Tamil Nadu — 10 camps in Nagapattinam district,
nine in Pudukkottai, seven in Villupuram, four in Tiruvarur, two each in
Mayiladuthurai, Ramanathapuram, and Thanjavur, and one each in Chengalpattu and
Ranipet.

Todm gore @ afierrg o At faet § gt 38 wea et o 2,300 & rferes o 1 smre foam mr —
arrafg & 10, ggergs § 9, foeeawm 7, fowares # 4, Araengyy, TEATegw, 7 e i 2-2, 3R
HTerag 9 e 7 1-10

The State government is coordinating with other government agencies to ensure the

safe return of people from the State who are stranded in Sri Lanka, the Minister said.
ol 1 e foh TeT AR ofteteRt H W A ST iR T giTEE o o o s et uSithE o |y

= &R

e They are expected to reach on Sunday, he added.
IR e foh Ik Uarar T T i 3rfiE R

Population in A&N, Lakshadweep set to rise: report
GS |: Society: Population

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The populations of India’s
island territories, Lakshad-
weep Islands and the An-
daman and Nicobar Is-
lands, are projected to
increase by 9.68% and
5.73% by 2051, according to
a new national-level report
recently released by the In-
ternational Institute of Mi-
gration and Development
(IIMAD) and the Popula-
tion Foundation of India
(PFD).

The population of
Lakshadweep, a string of
islands in the Arabian sea,
is projected to go up from
67,642 in 2016 to 74,194 in
2051.

Likewise, the popula-
tion of Andaman and Nico-

bar Islands in the Bay of
Bengal is projected to rise
from 3,98,310 to 4,21,135
during the same period,
according to the report
‘Unravelling India’s demo-
graphic future: population
projections for States and
Union Territories
20212051

S. Irudaya Rajan, chair
of the Kerala-based IIMAD
was the principal investiga-
tor for the report and J.
Retnakumar, the co-princi-
pal investigator.

Different approach

The report, which pro-
vides a national perspec-
tive as well as State and Un-
ion Territory (UT)-wise
projections, has used a dif-
ferent approach for mak-
ing projections for the

Demographic drift

India's major island groups may see increase in population, says
report which used a distinct approach to map smaller regions

4,50,000

2,70,000

90,000

Lakshadweep
Islands

I 2016 ..."

I 2051 t{",

67,642 74,194

Andaman and
Nicobar Islands

smaller States and Union
Territories.

“The decadal growth
rates of population in most
of the smaller States and
the Union Territories are
erratic and no clear trend
in the growth rates is dis-
cernible.

Moreover, the Sample

SQURCE: [IMAD, PFI

Registration System (SRS)
does not consistently pro-
vide the essential demo-
graphic inputs needed for
population projections for
these territories,” the re-
port notes.

Due to this limitation,
the report employs mathe-
matical methods — specifi-

Population in A&N, Lakshadweep set to rise: report
IgAM Ud FeRar, daEa § STHEEar ag 6t dvreET: e

cally curve fitting using lo-
gistic methods — to project
their populations.

Gender-wise projections
show that the male popula-
tion would increase from
34,716 in 2016 to 37,785 in
2051 and the female popu-
lation from 32,926 to
36,319 in Lakshadweep.

In the case of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, the
male population is project-
ed to go up from 2,13,467
in 2016 to 2,26,139 in 2051
and female population
from 1,84,843 t0 1,94,996.

For arriving at the pro-
jections, the report drew
on demographic datasets
including the Census, SRS,
National Family Health
Survey, Civil Registration
System and the National
Sample Survey.

The populations of India’s island territories, Lakshadweep Islands and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, are projected to increase by 9.68% and 5.73% by 2051, according to a new
national-level report recently released by the International Institute of Migration and
Development (IIMAD) and the Population Foundation of India (PFI).

RA & T G AT 7 R sfeHe v frentar Fiat i sEear 2051 @ wAw: 9.68% 3R 5.73% we i sgue
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&, Jo fo Tt € § gerveer $iege ST Areiv U Saeaie (IIMAD) 3R uigerv wiseyH @itw sfear (PFI) gw
I Teg-wd fdie o e wE #l

e The population of Lakshadweep, a string of islands in the Arabian Sea, is projected
to go up from 67,642 in 2016 to 74,194 in 2051.
oRE AFR # feuq gl it sieen srergia i et 2016 ¥ 67,642 @ aew 2051 7 74,194 T =t
HIAH 2l

e Likewise, the population of Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal is
projected to rise from 3,98,310 to 4,21,135 during the same period, according to the
report ‘Unravelling India’s demographic future: population projections for
States and Union Territories 2021-2051.°
T YT, ST R WrEt § feud efeut ua fAeRtam giat i seer g6t sty § 3,98,310 & ses
4,21,135 2 =1 31gA &, st i foe ‘Unravelling India’s demographic future:
population projections for States and Union Territories 2021-2051" & =g w1 21

e S.Irudaya Rajan, chair of the Kerala-based IIMAD, was the principal investigator
for the report and J. Retnakumar, the co-principal investigator.
i e [IMAD & 37577 TH. 36T Tt OIS o & 3T o 31 A, THAR 68-67 ST )

Different approach
o=

e The report, which provides a national perspective as well as State and Union Territory
(UT)-wise projections, has used a different approach for making projections for the
smaller States and Union Territories.

77 fare, S Tdier gfenior SR T Qe hasmfid JewT-ar’ F&vT SeM Gt 7, B1E TsAT TR Haemfed Jee
T w&oT AR S H TR ST geRIur 1o R

e “The decadal growth rates of population in most of the smaller States and the Union
Territories are erratic and no clear trend in the growth rates is discernible.
AT BIS TAT HIT FEIMGA TR H SIHEEAT hT FICRIT FAheg, G AT & IR (G o TAHI | Hig T8
et e faaan

e Moreover, the Sample Registration System (SRS) does not consistently provide the
essential demographic inputs needed for population projections for these territories,”
the report notes.
59 AT, NI # @1 T & o Huer teregye fen (SRS) 57 &pfl 3 foTg Sieen yeror 8q AT
SHHTRETshT ST AR SUTee el Tl

¢ Due to this limitation, the report employs mathematical methods — specifically curve
fitting using logistic methods — to project their populations.
S HIWT o T, O 3eh STt o A o o ivrdter aghai — fomive dttatiees fater grr e
foRfé — o1 3w e R

e Gender-wise projections show that the male population would increase from 34,716
(2016) to 37,785 (2051) and the female population from 32,926 to 36,319 in
Lakshadweep.
fefm-amrafia warmor awtd § T ersia § gew et 2016 @ 34,716 @@ sgw 2051 # 37,785 = whdt

2 3R wigen swweat 32,926 @ s 36,319 2wk 2

¢ In the case of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, the male population is projected to go
up from 2,13,467 (2016) to 2,26,139 (2051) and female population from 1,84,843 to
1,94,996.
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3teu Ud fentar gt § gy seer 2016 7 2,13,467 & s 2051 # 2,26,139 3 afean
s 1,84,843 @ sgaw 1,94,996 & %1 1w 2

e For arriving at the projections, the report drew on demographic datasets including the
Census, SRS, National Family Health Survey, Civil Registration System and the
National Sample Survey.
T J&TUT BT IR L & fore fdie 7 wmomEr, SRS, Jvmer et oo ad, fafae wreym firew st
Ay Huer wd dfed i SHifersh Se@ie 1 STFrT T

An exchange of ideas between Carnatic and Hindustani music

B. Kolappan
CHENNAI

An overwhelming silence
prevails in the inner pre-
cincts of the Nageswaran
Temple, known as Kudan-
thai Keezhkottam, in Kum-
bakonam in Thanjavur dis-
trict. Sung in praise by the
Saivite saints, the temple,
together with the manda-
pam designed like a cha-
riot, stands testimony to
the creative zenith of the
early Cholas. For lovers of
books and music, however,
the temple is inseparable
from T. Janakiraman’s Ta-
mil novel Mogamul (thorn
of desire) and the soul-stir-

ring music of the Hindusta-
ni  performers from
Maharashtra.

Janakiraman seems to
have chosen the setting
with a clear intention. The
musicians first appear at
the Kumbeshwaran Tem-
ple, then at the house of

Setting the stage: Cover of the novel Mogamul by T. Janakiraman;
and the Nageswaran Temple. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT, R. VENGADESH

Ranganna, the guru of Ba-
bu, the protagonist, and la-
ter hold a full-fledged con-
cert at the Nageswaran
Temple. The temple’s at-
mosphere is perfectly suit-
ed to their performance.
Even today, there is little
change in the setting.

Highlighting contrast
“A commentary on the dif-
ference between idealistic

Carnatic music and what
was prevalent in concert
halls underlines the novel
throughout. Janakiraman
suggests that the soul of
the music, embodied by
Ranganna — a character
modelled on Umayalpu-
ram Swaminatha lIyer — is
being lost, and singers no
longer focus on the voice.
Conventionally, too, there
is an opinion that Carnatic

musicians do not pay
enough attention to voice
culture,” says Lalitharam,
historian of  Carnatic
music.

When Babu first listens
to the Hindustani musi-
cians at Ranganna’s house,
he marvels at the sheer
weight of the voice: “Can a
human voice carry such
weight? What strength
there is! The effortless con-
trol of breath unsettled Ba-
bu. How does the entire
voice rise to the higher
notes? His body trembled
as the singer stayed in the
mandhra for four minutes,
then gradually reached the
mel shadjam and sustained
the note with long karvais.
It gave Babu goosebumps,
and his eyes were filled
with tears,” writes
Janakiraman.

“In the Kumbeshwaran
Temple, devotees mistook
them for beggars and
tossed a few coins. They

deposited all of it in the
temple hundi,” Ranganna
tells Babu.

Driving home the point
Janakiraman creates yet
another scene to drive
home his point: the entry
of Palur Ramu, a disciple of
Ranganna, who now re-
sides in Chennai. Draped
in a khadi dhoti and pan-
chakacham (dhoti tradi-
tionally draped with five
pleats), he flaunts his pa-
triotism merely borrowed
from politicians and me-
diapersons.

The arrogant smile on
Babu’s lips fades when the
Hindustani musician, at
Ranganna’s request, holds
the mandra panchamam
and then lowers his voice
further to the mandra
shadjam, revealing the del-
icate contours of the raga.

When Babu remarks
that the Hindustani singers
were fortunate, Ranganna

An exchange of ideas between Carnatic and Hindustanimusic

mﬁﬁgwﬁwﬁﬁ%aﬁa%ﬁww-m

makes it clear it was hard
work and practice that
contributed to the sweet-
ness of their voices.

Later, Babu brings them
to the house of Yamuna,
the heroine of the novel, as
she can converse with
them in Marathi and obtain
more details of their origin
and music. Subsequently,
he arranges a performance
at the Nageswaran Temple,
which remains empty and
resembles a “poor man’s
wedding ceremony”. The
sound of the tambura
echoes across the granite
pillars.

The senior musician
aligns himself with the
sruthi and begins to sing.
Yamuna and her mother
Parvathi stand near a pil-
lar. After they finish sing-
ing, Babu approaches her.

“My heart aches. How is
he able to sing like this? I
feel I am going mad,” says
Yamuna.

An overwhelming silence prevails in the inner precincts of the Nageswaran Temple, known as
Kudanthai Keezhkottam, in Kumbakonam in Thanjavur district.
o firer & shwrehiom # R artaRe wfE, fe 24 figrenen & AW & ST ST @, % oftadt wior § sreafies a=er

T FIAT R

e Sung in praise by the Saivite saints, the temple, together with the mandapam
designed like a chariot, stands testimony to the creative zenith of the early Cholas.
Far Tt g TR H TR AT T WG, T F SHR H 9 HST F A, TR AeAT AT ToHTCHe 28T BT YHIT 2

e For lovers of books and music, however, the temple is inseparable from T.
Janakiraman’s Tamil novel Mogamul (thorn of desire) and the soul-stirring music
of the Hindustani performers from Maharashtra.
e I Efia o Uit o o, ereifes, o diit &, Imehrea & qfire su=me “wrmrer” (thorn of
desire) 3t wenTe ¥ RgEarit weATRR F ST FT FHA I AT T & ST TEH FFam ST T

Janakiraman seems to have chosen the setting with a clear intention.
* SHIAT 7 I ERT ST 32T o |1 AT g7 FAId B 2l

e The musicians ¢ rst appear at the Kumbeshwaran Temple, then at the house of
Ranganna, the guru of Babu, the protagonist, and later hold a full-» edged concert at
the Nageswaran Temple.
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The temple’s atmosphere is perfectly suited to their performance.

I T ATATERT Ik TR % FIq o T8 3T 2l

Even today, there is little change in the setting.
3T +ft 39 ufeT & 95 A fEdd ga T 2

Highlighting contrast
e @t w@itRa

hIAT

“ A commentary on the difference between idealistic Carnatic music and what was
prevalent in concert halls underlines the novel throughout.

“STERIATET WTeeh WA ST ST FB HIH Bl § Taiord o, I8 s o T W oot 9t IT=am # G@ifera
2t 2

Janakiraman suggests that the soul of the music, embodied by Ranganna — a
character modelled on Umayalpuram Swaminatha Iyer — is being lost, and singers
no longer focus on the voice.

SR g ot 2d 8 fob wiefter ot smmenm, & v (Forwrent =iy Swamerqee Tamsiamer aea o 31 ©)
o T O TG TR T 2, Wit ST @ € 37N Tk 37e TR W 3T €1 A ad|

Conventionally, too, there is an opinion that Carnatic musicians do not pay enough
attention to voice culture,” says Lalitharam, historian of Carnatic music.

WP &9 ¥ +ff 72 7q 2 f hicen @fiderr ‘a13d shoe” W GATH €1 &l 2d,” WHT a1 © Shiceh St
% gfeTEshR eferaTrs 1|

When Babu ¢ rst listens to the Hindustani musicians at Ranganna’s house, he
marvels at the sheer weight of the voice: “Can a human voice carry such weight?

e AT FEel! AR AT o6 B R gt Siaeh il i AT 8, 1 98 T ST W W et a8
et AT STTaTST § ST YR BT FehdT 7

What strength there is! The e+ ortless control of breath unsettled Babu.
foraft 37 w1k 1 AT oL SRt wes e e T foraterd o 2|

How does the entire voice rise to the higher notes? His body trembled as the singer
stayed in the mandhra for four minutes, then gradually reached the mel shadjam and
sustained the note with long karvais.

T ST S TR/ qoh ¥ T5a STt 27 S8 & Tk = e ae w9y H o 1@, R efft-efit i wesw aw
T I Tl LTS 6 1Y T T HIH T@T, 16 HT I HiT 3371

It gave Babu goosebumps, and his eyes were ¢ lled with tears,” writes Janakiraman.
TEY A1 o TS TS B T SR IhT A G & 9T 78, T IHh forad g

“In the Kumbeshwaran Temple, devotees mistook them for beggars and tossed a
few coins.

“SHuge wfe 7 R T 3% e wng forn ok 7w e s iy

They deposited all of it in the temple hundi,” Ranganna tells Babu.

Ie o i ek wfeT T g2 & S fiu,” W e e @ e

Driving home the point
AT T HR TE&AT HEAT

Janakiraman creates yet another scene to drive home his point: the entry of Palur
Ramu, a disciple of Ranganna, who now resides in Chennai.
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ST ST T 3 Tl F o A THhRH T 7R 399 ol &2 ATem T 61 o, S 11 o Ry € &R o1
TS W T B

Draped in a khadi dhoti and panchakacham (dhoti traditionally draped with ¢ ve
pleats), he * aunts his patriotism merely borrowed from politicians and mediapersons.
el 4Tt TR deheay (e wefled ATt TRuiEs drd) # foder a8 1ot senm fad Jarsti iR Hifeamsfiar @
39T fora gamT-n el war 2

The arrogant smile on Babu’s lips fades when the Hindustani musician, at
Ranganna’s request, holds the mandra panchamam and then lowers his voice further
to the mandra shadjam, revealing the delicate contours of the raga.

T % STgae T Fgit TIreres ST Hy v ehsd © TR R STTaT o7 i Her weer, @ of S €
qAT T T AT FO@T IR &, AN e % B3] hl STEHRT T&h Biehl U Sl 2

When Babu remarks that the Hindustani singers were fortunate, Ranganna makes it
clear it was hard work and practice that contributed to the sweetness of their voices.
e a1e] e feoquft eat @ foh fegeart e sirreredt €, ot T S8 T od € foh STkl SATelrSt ot qea o e
HET TTYAT S T 2

Later, Babu brings them to the house of Yamuna, the heroine of the novel, as she can
converse with them in Marathi and obtain more details of their origin and music.

aTE H 916 37 ST h1 AT FHAT o BT o ST 2, Fifh I8 A WIS H FTe=iia L dh| & A 396 7 9
I i & oI T AR SR 16 T Tehell 2

Subsequently, he arranges a performance at the Nageswaran Temple, which remains
empty and resembles a “poor man’s wedding ceremony”.

3G TG I8 AT HieX T 3T U sk SRS T &, S @relt & W@ar § i e et it e
ST St B 2

The sound of the tambura echoes across the granite pillars.
Fawr 1 At IS o Wt o it TSt Tt 2

The senior musician aligns himself with the sruthi and begins to sing.
afes e g1 & 31O 37T Y e & ST T I[E R 3

Yamuna and her mother Parvathi stand near a pillar.
AT 31 I AT ATt U ©Y % 0 e Tt

After they « nish singing, Babu approaches her.
I AT HHIE A % A1E 16 I TTE AT 2

“My heart aches. How is he able to sing like this? I feel I am going mad,” says
Yamuna.

“Ir oot 3@ TeT 1 9T 6 AT K T T 87 qE I & § anrer & G g, FHAT et
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Modi urges people
to take part in Kashi
Tamil Sangamam

It will help strengthen the spirit of ‘Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat', he says

in Mann Ki Baat address; PM highlights record production of food grain

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

escribing Tamil as
D the pride of India,
Prime Minister Na-

rendra Modi on Sunday
urged people to partici-
pate in the upcoming
Kashi Tamil Sangamam as
part of the endeavour to
strengthen the spirit of
“Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bha-
rat (One India, great
India)”.

“Tamil culture is great.
Tamil language is great.
Tamil is the pride of In-
dia,” Mr. Modi said in Ta-
mil in his Mann Ki Baat ad-
dress. The fourth Kashi
Tamil Sangamam, organ-
ised on the theme “Learn
Tamil-Tamil Karkalam”,
commences on December
2 at Namo Ghat in Kashi.

Recounting various re-
cent events, Mr. Modi not-
ed that on November 26, a
special event was held at
the Central Hall of Samvid-
han Sadan, the old Parlia-
ment House, on “Constitu-
tion Day”. The 150th
anniversary of Vande Mat-
aram marked the begin-
ning of an array of nation-
wide programmes.

Food grain production

Mr. Modi said the country
had set a historic record
with food grain produc-
tion of 357 million tonnes,
an increase of 100 million
tonnes in 10 years. India
being declared the host of
Commonwealth Games is
another major achieve-

QQ Every time I see the
dedication of our youth

and the spirit of commitment
of our scientists, my heart fills
up with enthusiasm. This very |
dedication of the youth is one
of the greatest strengths of

Viksit Bharat

NARENDRA MODI
Prime Minister

ment. He recently inaugu-
rated the world’s largest
LEAP (leading edge avia-
tion propulsion) engine
maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) facility in
Hyderabad, marking a sig-
nificant step in augment-
ing India’s aircraft mainte-
nance and repair
capability.

Last week, the indige-
nously designed INS Mahe
was inducted into the Na-
vy. “People in Puducherry
and the Malabar Coast
were delighted by the
name [of the vessel] it-
self... many in Kerala and
Tamil Nadu noted that the
warship’s crest resembles
the traditional flexible
sword of Urumi and Kalari-
payattu,” said Mr. Modi.

He underscored the im-
portance of private space
company Skyroot’s Infini-
ty Campus in giving a fresh
boost to India’s space eco-
system. He also mentioned
a challenge organised by
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) to fly
drones in conditions simi-
lar to that of Mars, where
GPS navigation is not pos-

sible and drones would
suddenly fall to the
ground. “The drones had
to fly with the help of their
cameras and inbuilt soft-
ware...,” he said, praising a
team from Pune that suc-
ceeded in flying its drone
in such conditions for
some duration after multi-
ple attempits.

Winter tourism

Drawing attention to win-
ter tourism, Mr. Modi
urged people to visit the
Himalayan valleys. He said
this season Uttarakhand
attracted a lot of people.
He said the Winter Games
would be organised there
soon.

The “Wed in India”
campaign had also picked
up in winter, he noted. On
Navy-related tourism, he
mentioned museums in
Gujarat’s Diu and Goa and
those located in INS Dro-
nacharya (Fort Kochi); Sa-
mudrika Naval Marine Mu-
seum in Srivijayapuram,
formerly known as Port
Blair; Rabindranath Ta-
gore Beach in Karwar; and
Visakhapatnam.

Modi urges people to take
part in Kashi Tamil

Sangamam
A A AT § R Ao ST

T AT @ hT TR feRaT

It will help strengthen the
spirit of ‘Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat’, he says in
Mann Ki Baat address; PM
highlights record production
of food grain

Ig “Ueh WA, 918 ARA’ <hT WTHT T
YA FA § TEE HOM, e A BT
T HETHA | el Tt ¥ om T
3eaTe o fihte @t Wit fomam

e Describing Tamil as the
pride of India, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday urged people to
participate in the upcoming
Kashi Tamil Sangamam
as part of the endeavour to
strengthen the spirit of “Ek
Bharat, Shrestha Bharat
(One India, great India)”.
TS 1 TR T TRE Fd1d g,
TRt g W T foEm @
T ST ST AT T H 9T
o T A TR, S “uen W,
oY ARG %1 HTEAT ] AT FA
o T o feww R

e “Tamil culture is great.
Tamil language is great.
Tamil is the pride of
India,” Mr. Modi said in
Tamil in his Mann Ki Baat
address.

‘e SEphT TEE 21 At

HeM 2 aftrer wRa @1 TRa B, off
TTET T 3799 W kY ST Gate o
aftreT § el

e The fourth Kashi Tamil
Sangamam, organised on
the theme “Learn Tamil-
Tamil Karkalam”,
commences on December 2
at Namo Ghat in Kashi.
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e Recounting various recent events, Mr. Modi noted that on November 26, a special
event was held at the Central Hall of Samvidhan Sadan, the old Parliament House,
on Constitution Day.
= o fafir=T FHrfsrui 1 Secia Fid §Y, #ff A 3 wamn o 26 ey 1 w@ivem fTaw w @ w6e wa &
e T o hfiT wer § U ey SRl St o

e The 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram marked the beginning of an array of

nationwide programmes.
& wrawy Y 150 aiwris T et wrRiswAT 6 2fen i 3wea w fafed fomam

Food grain production
TS IeaTe

e Mr. Modi said the country had set a historic record with food grain production of 357
million tonnes, an increase of 100 million tonnes in 10 years.
oft A1t T a1 for 2w 3 357 futeram o o Scuten o Ufaetioes fehiE s 7, St 10 ot 7 100 frfermm
T afg R

e India being declared the host of Commonwealth Games is another major
achievement.
TR ST ShTAAE T 3T HSf YT ST U 3T St 3uafsy 2

e He recently inaugurated the world’s largest LEAP (leading edge aviation
propulsion) engine MRO facility in Hyderabad, marking a significant step in
augmenting India’s aircraft maintenance and repair capability.
3 T & 7 Fawrang | fag i wed 9t LEAP g5 MRO gfen &t Sgred fora, St s 6 fommm
HOFHA ETHAT % SGT T Ush HecaqUl hed el

e Last week, the indigenously designed INS Mahe was inducted into the Navy.
et e, waesht w9 @ fesmea forar mar INS wg iemr § smfter foram mm

e “People in Puducherry and the Malabar Coast were delighted by the name itself...
many in Kerala and Tamil Nadu noted that the warship’s crest resembles the

traditional flexible sword of Urumi and Kalaripayattu,” said Mr. Modi.
“YgeRT 3TN ATATIR 2 o A A9 § & 560 9. hTet R AfHe1g o 3 A A e fea o Jgura

forg i 3t 3 et e St fowar 8,7 off /i 3

e He underscored the importance of private space company Skyroot’s Infinity
Campus in giving a fresh boost to India’s space ecosystem.
IR R % e aifeufasht 7 i =8 fd 37 F fsft siafer ot Skyroot % Infinity Campus %
Heed T SR fe

e He also mentioned a challenge organised by Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) to fly drones in conditions similar to Mars, where GPS navigation is not
possible and drones would suddenly fall to the ground.
3= ARdTa sfafe srgeem @ed (ISRO) g stmfem 36 I 1 oft Secra o forem wrer s/&
e ¥ g 3o o, Stel GPS Al sua T8 @ 3K gF M SHE W) iR "ehd 2

e “The drones had to fly with the help of their cameras and inbuilt software...,” he said,
praising a team from Pune that succeeded in flying its drone in such conditions for
some duration after multiple attempts.

M T T FR 3R FfoIee HveTT hT 7EE § IS AL....,” e e, 3R qov hi Fm fi i A e 7
ST o SfTe Ut aifkafaet 3 e wea % g 39 H Heherdl g
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Winter tourism

ffaarellsr gdex

e Drawing attention to winter tourism, Mr. Modi urged people to visit the
Himalayan valleys.
YtAeRTEA I Udie T S SAThiud id 8¢, #ff Aat § A & fwert anfeat &1 S s &1 s faram

e He said this season Uttarakhand attracted a lot of people.
I8 et fop 39 Hiem T STREE T 95 & @ bt ARG foRa]

e He said the Winter Games would be organised there soon.
I FEl foF aE Sieg & foex v st e s

e The “Wed in India” campaign had also picked up in winter, he noted.
32 &t foF “Wed in India” stfiwm 3 +f aféa § wwar e 21

¢ On Navy-related tourism, he mentioned museums in Gujarat’s Diu and Goa and
those located in INS Dronacharya (Fort Kochi); Samudrika Naval Marine
Museum in Srivijayapuram, formerly known as Port Blair; Rabindranath
Tagore Beach in Karwar; and Visakhapatnam.
FeT-He e ade W, =M TR o S 3R e # foa dnwreri w1 Seoid R 3 INS gromemt
(FIE witea); TSR et 70 Fiwaw fifoeag (76 3 01 o) H; WEisAme SR o AR
3R e 1 off Seerg fora)

World’s Largest LEAP Engine MRO Facility — Hyderabad

* Hyderabad is set to host the world’s largest MRO (Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul) facility for LEAP engines (Leading Edge Aviation Propulsion).

* LEAP engines are produced by CFM International, a joint venture between Safran
(France) and GE Aerospace (USA).

* These engines power popular narrow-body aircraft such as the Airbus A320neo and
Boeing 737 MAX.

* The new facility is being established by Safran, one of the world’s leading aircraft
engine manufacturers.

* Hyderabad will become a global hub for maintenance of LEAP engines used across the
aviation industry.

* It is expected to be the world’s largest LEAP engine MRO facility in terms of scale and
servicing capacity.

GS Paper llI: Polity, Governance, And International Relations
TOPICS COVERED | 01 December 2025

Polity

1. | EC extends SIR deadline to Dec. 11 amid BLO distress

EC 3 BLO @we % sftwr SIR st awa-diar &t 11 fewder @ agrn
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2. | Centre’s citizenship scrutiny power ‘limited’: EC
AWTIGRAT ShT ST AT g <hi ITR “Hitaa : Farem eman (EC)
3. | The Chandigarh question

T3NTE T 92T

Governance

4. | AIDS and TB fight — Tamil Nadu shows the way again
vgw 3 At ST — e A ¥ T Rwmard
International Relations

5. | Baikonur: gateway to the heavens

SPTeT: T HT FAAGER
6. | How Pakistan’s judiciary is being undermined

qQIfhEdTe Y ~IITTAST H $q FAGR FAT ST @I &

7. | Taiwan govt. to spend $40 billion to develop T-Dome air defence
system

ATTAH TWHR R A-2 TR fehe feen ferfaa o & T $40 faforem =t @ 6fr
RISEN

Page15

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

EC extends SIR deadline to
Dec. 11 amid BLO distress

Draft list will be released on Dec. 16; final roll to be published on Feb. 14; BLOs can now share data

with BLAs; Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, and West Bengal will hold Assembly polls in 2026

Sreeparna ! !!a!!a!artv

NEW DELHI

mid widespread re-
A ports of booth-level

officers (BLO) fac-
ing severe stress, the Elec-
tion Commission on Sun-
day extended the schedule
of the ongoing special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in nine
States and three Union Ter-
ritories by a week.

The enumeration phase
will now continue till De-
cember 11 instead of De-
cember 4.

The draft list will be re-
leased on December 16 in-
stead of December 9 and
the final roll will be pu-
blished on February 14 in-
stead of February 7, the EC
said in a statement.

The second phase of the
SIR, now underway, is set
to cover 51 crore voters in
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Lakshadweep,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Guja-
rat, Kerala, Madhya Pra-
desh, Puducherry, Rajas-
than, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, and West Bengal.

Most of the States last

Status update

The Election Commission on Sunday said 99.65% of
enumeration forms for the special intensive revision of
electoral rolls have been distributed so far

A booth-level officer (BLO) helping
voters fill up enumeration forms in
Kochi. H.vieHU

= 84.30% of

the manually filled
enumeration forms
have been digitised

m Uttar Pradesh has
the lowest digitisation
rate at 69,56%.
West Bengal, where
the ruling Trinamool
Congress has raised
alarm regarding
pressure on BLOs, has
completed digitisation
of 95,249%, of forms

conducted an SIR of their
voter lists between 2002
and 2004, and have nearly
completed the mapping of
current electors according
to the last SIR.

The poll body said that
99.65% of enumeration
forms have been distribut-
ed so far, and 84.30% com-
pleted forms have been
digitised.

Uttar Pradesh has the
lowest digitisation rate at
69.56%. West Bengal,
where the ruling Trina-

mool Congress has raised
an alarm regarding pres-
sure on BLOs, has complet-
ed the digitisation of
95.24% of forms.

Tight deadlines

Opposition parties have
been questioning the tight
deadlines in the SIR exer-
cise, citing the deaths of
BLOs, allegedly triggered
by stress. The EC’s deci-
sion to tweak the schedule
also comes on the eve of
the Winter Session of Par-

EC extends SIR deadline to Dec. 11 amid BLO distress
EC 3 BLO we & sfter SIR &t aug-#iar @t 11 feder 9 sgrm

Draft list will be released on Dec. 16; final roll to be published on Feb. 14; BLOs can now share
data with BLAs; Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, and West Bengal will hold Assembly polls in

2026

liament, which begins on
Monday and is likely to see
widespread protests over
the SIR.

EC sources, however,
said that an additional
week is being given to al-
low BLOs, who are poll offi-
cials, sufficient time to
share the names of absent,
shifted, dead, and dupli-
cate voters with BLAs, the
booth-level agents appoint-
ed by political parties, be-
fore the draft rolls are pu-
blished, so as to ensure full
transparency.

Of the States included in
the SIR’s second phase, Ta-
mil Nadu, Puducherry,
Kerala, and West Bengal
will hold Assembly elec-
tions in 2026. Assam is also
set to go to the polls in
2026, but is not part of the
SIR process. Instead, a
‘special revision’ of its elec-
toral rolls was announced
separately.

The first phase of SIR
was conducted in Bihar.
and led to the deletion of
more than 68 lakh names
from the voter lists ahead
of the State’s election ear-
lier this month.

gToe et 16 fwer st st it et sifow wagmar et 14 weadt s gty & smet; BLO s BLAS @ @rer ger
TS T Hehd 5 AHCTE, T, htet it ufdm smer & 2026 # fremrras gam g

e Amid widespread reports of booth-level officers (BLO) facing severe stress, the
Election Commission on Sunday extended the schedule of the ongoing special
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intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in nine States and three Union
Territories by a week.

For-Fat srtgrmTiat (BLO) w iR qome i s fatel % sfter, fates AT 3 foar i 7qerar et
% S forore e gedteror (SIR) & srfsn 1 At Tt 3R i hewmfea wewi # U EWie o fog st faam

The enumeration phase will now continue till December 11 instead of December 4.
T =0T 31 4 faer o semr 11 feger 9% SRt @

The draft list will be released on December 16 instead of December 9 and the final
roll will be published on February 14 instead of February 7, the EC said in a
statement.

EC 7w 79 & o1 o6 g ge=ft 9 fowam & soma 16 feda it sl =6t st o sifow gt 7 wvadt &
o 14 wta’t 1 JH1Ia i S

The second phase of the SIR, now underways, is set to cover 51 crore voters in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
and West Bengal.

SIR =T g =, St 37+t =1t @1 8, 51 whirg wagrarett # Fa Hur, i sigur it e g,
AL, BTG, AT, T, HA, Ted TS0, Tgorl, Ted™, THAATg, I TG0 3 aiem e
NIIEC R
Most of the States last conducted an SIR of their voter lists between 2002 and 2004,
and have nearly completed the mapping of current electors according to the last SIR.

HATRHTRT AT 3 ST Aearar gret 1 3ifem SIR 2002 & 2004 3 sf=r foram o, 3R 3= et SIR &
HTTE FAH FaTaradt i JfT e ot & ot )

The poll body said that 99.65% of enumeration forms have been distributed so far,
and 84.30% completed forms have been digitised.

e Terr 3 e o6 31 9% 99.65 % o wiw foafa forw 5t 9 €, 3Tt 84.30% o Wi
fefSreetaror formam mrm 2

Uttar Pradesh has the lowest digitisation rate at 69.56%.
IR 9aW T fefrecfiror @ e 9 69.56% 2

West Bengal, where the ruling Trinamool Congress has raised an alarm regarding
pressure on BLOs, has completed the digitisation of 95.24% of forms.

ufim s, S aaree quie S T BLO W game wt o far s ©, 7 95.24% wid @
fefSreafieror g s form 21

Opposition parties have been questioning the tight deadlines in the SIR exercise,
citing the deaths of BLOs, allegedly triggered by stress.

fomeft 7@ SIR wiera § s TE-HHAT W oo 3o @ 8, BLO 31 #tal &1 garer 3 gC, S o i
T o HRT T

The EC’s decision to tweak the schedule also comes on the eve of the Winter Session
of Parliament, which begins on Monday and is likely to see widespread protests over
the SIR.

SIR =t ciet =amae forier sht SATeieht o off=r, wag o viaeren = 6 geeen © EC %1 SRl seer &

HEAT TRT 7, ST HIHIR | I B 2
EC sources, however, said that an additional week is being given to allow BLOs

sufficient time to share the names of absent, shifted, dead, and duplicate voters
with BLAs, before the draft rolls are published, to ensure full transparency.

EC =i 7 e fo qot arefRiar gfiféa e & fag BLO %1 srufeerd, Tomiaia, aa iR gfteree
wagrarett & I BLA % @rer |me & & o A ueh |6Te 1 awe faan S @ @)
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e Of the States included in the SIR’s second phase, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala,
and West Bengal will hold Assembly elections in 2026.
SIR % gt =T & I11fhed Al H W AT, Ige, et AR utdm sme d 2026 # forarre s il
e Assam is also set to go to the polls in 2026, but is not part of the SIR process. Instead,

a special revision of its electoral rolls was announced separately.
arem & +ff 2026 ¥ e 21, Ao a8 SIR wisran o fowam 72 21 36k s, Sweht AaeTar gt & U faww

TALETOT ST ¥ |G foram T 2

e The first phase of SIR was conducted in Bihar, and led to the deletion of more than
68 lakh names from the voter lists ahead of the State’s election earlier this month.
SIR 1 weer =t fargR & stmefora fopa mam o, 3R 36@ T5a % AT § geet 39 A o YETd # Haarr

Tl & 68 T @ AR AW g2 Ty

Centre’s citizenship scrutiny power ‘limited’: EC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission

quisition  of  foreign
citizenship, and whether
based on such acquisition,
the Indian citizenship of a

The EC asserted its
authority to ‘assess
citizenship’ for
registration in

tinise citizenship flowed
directly from Article 324,
which empowered it to su-
pervise and control the

“The guidelines issued
with respect to the SIR are
constitutional and in the
interest of maintaining the

(EC) has dismissed argu-  personshould be terminat- the el 1 roll conduct of elections, and  purity of the electoral
ments raised in the special  ed... It is only for this limit- the electoral rolls Article 326. No parliamen-  rolls, which is a pre-requi-
intensive revision (SIR) ed purpose that the exclu- tary law could oust the site for free and fair elec-

case by the Opposition
parties that only the
Centre had exclusive auth-
ority to scrutinise citizen-
ship, saying the Centre’s
power was “limited” to in-
quiring into the circum-

sive jurisdiction has been
vested in the Centre, to the
exclusion of all other auth-
orities. Every other aspect
related to citizenship can
be inquired into by other
authorities,” the EC argued

of registration in electoral
rolls. Indian citizenship is
one of the constitutional
preconditions under Arti-
cle 326 for entry into the
voter list. “Even if we as-

EC’s jurisdiction, it said,
noting that even the auth-
ority of Parliament to
make laws on elections un-
der Article 327 must align
with the commission’s

plenary powers.

tions that forms a Basic
Feature of the Constitu-
tion,” it argued.

It denied the Opposi-
tion’s claim that the SIR
was unconstitutional be-
cause it shifted the burden

stances in which Indian ci-  in a 184-page affidavit. sume, without conceding, of verification onto elec-
tizens voluntarily acquired it is only the Centre which ~ Robust check required tors, who must fill up en-
foreign citizenship. Concerns raised can appraise citizenship, it The Representation of the  umeration forms to avoid

The commission re-
ferred to Section 9 of the
Citizenship  Act, 1955,
which deals with the termi-
nation of citizenship in cas-
es of voluntary acquisition
of foreign citizenship. Sec-
tion 9 vests in the Centre
the authority to determine
“when or how” an Indian
citizen acquired foreign
citizenship.

“The powers of the Cen-
tral government are con-
fined to reviewing the ac-

The ruling parties and
their leaders in Tamil Na-
du, Kerala and West Ben-
gal have described the SIR
as citizenship screening.
Parties, including the Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam,
have alleged that the EC
was misusing the revision
of electoral rolls to con-
duct a “de novo National
Register of Citizens”.

The poll body asserted
its authority to “assess citi-
zenship” for the purpose

is imperative to note that
proof of citizenship sought
from existing electors un-
der the SIR exercise is for a
limited purpose, that is, re-
gistration in the electoral
rolls which enable the
right to vote,” the commis-
sion submitted. It empha-
sised that the SIR exercise
was not meant to deter-
mine the status of
citizenship.

The commission reiter-
ated that its power to scru-

Centre’s citizenship scrutiny power ‘limited’: EC
ANTERAT <hY SATer <hY <hg skt wifve “Hifaa’: fatem smam (EC)

The Election Commission (EC) has dismissed arguments raised in the special intensive revision

People Act (ROPA), 1950,
through Sections 16 and 19,
requires that voters must
be Indian citizens. Section
16 disqualifies non-citizens
from being included in the
electoral roll, and electors
must be “ordinarily resi-
dent” in a constituency to
be registered. An SIR, con-
ducted under Section 21(3)
of ROPA, had to be “in-
tense” and was triggered
by “felt necessities”, it
said.

exclusion from the electo-
ral rolls. The commission
said the SIR was a “voter-
friendly” and “cooperative
exercise”. Electors were
required only to sign their
pre-filled forms delivered
at their homes by booth-le-
vel officers.

“This is a minimal re-
quirement expected from
electors who are unable to
trace their eligibility to the
previous SIR 2002,” the EC
said.

(SIR) case by the Opposition parties that only the Centre had exclusive authority to scrutinise
citizenship, saying the Centre’s power was “limited” to inquiring into the circumstances in
which Indian citizens voluntarily acquired foreign citizenship.

firatert st (EC) ¥ firsre e gtvemor (SIR) wrrer & Faeft afSeit 3T vo1e g 7 et a0t e o Foan 3 o e

% % ITE B ATERAT h e T fariienn 3, 7% wed gy fon e ot wifw “wifim” & ofit sharer 3 aftfeafoat < wtar
ek Hifua 3 s arde aeivest 3 wresT 9 el anrierar Tgor 6

e The commission referred to Section 9 of the Citizenship Act, 1955, which deals with

the termination of citizenship in cases of voluntary acquisition of foreign citizenship.
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ST 3 AR erferfam, 1955 6t amr 9 =1 3corg foram, it faesft Fmmfierar & @i e i
feerfe & st ArTiteRaT & G @9 @ et 2

e Section 9 vests in the Centre the authority to determine “when or how” an Indian
citizen acquired foreign citizenship.

g 9 g 1 Ig Fuli s w1 SIReER 3t & for foret vy =mries 3 el srierar e o 8 918 6|

e “The powers of the Central government are confined to reviewing the acquisition of
foreign citizenship, and whether based on such acquisition, the Indian citizenship of a
person should be terminated... It is only for this limited purpose that the exclusive
jurisdiction has been vested in the Centre, to the exclusion of all other authorities.

“Shg, TR o TTehart forelt FrTienar o STfRmreor shi |efiern st 31T 30 3R T I8 fomm o ae Hifea €
foret safeh it sl TR waTe ot ST =nfee an 7. . . haer ol Hifia seva & fore g w1 fafltw silen
& Ya foram T R, 3= el TTRieRten s sies

e Every other aspect related to citizenship can be inquired into by other authorities,” the
EC argued in a 184-page affidavit.
“TRTRERAT § W ferd 1 |t TRel oAl e 3= IR gr oAt S @t 7, EC 7 st 184-ust &
TATATH H F21)

Concerns raised

EEERER LRI

e The ruling parties and their leaders in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal have

described the SIR as citizenship screening.
aftrerrg, et 3R ufdm smer § wreg Tt i 3Ae Jaredi 4 SIR r Ariwar it St R {2

e Parties, including the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), have alleged that the
EC was misusing the revision of electoral rolls to conduct a “de novo National
Register of Citizens”.

DMK wfea zaii F i e @ fof EC waerdr et & qrierr s1 geinT 3 18T 8 difsh T T ATk
gsftereer (NRC)” dam fera ST @=h

e The poll body asserted its authority to “assess citizenship” for the purpose of
registration in electoral rolls.
AT SN HATAT Gl H ISAIH0T o 2T U “AHTRFAT BT SAThA S HT ST IR STl

e Indian citizenship is one of the constitutional preconditions under Article 326 for
entry into the voter list.
wereTT gt H dsfisrtor % forg Wi AiieRdn srgess 326 & qed ddure gd-3rdi H 9 U el

e “Even if we assume, without conceding, it is only the Centre which can appraise
citizenship, it is imperative to note that proof of citizenship sought from existing
electors under the SIR exercise is for a limited purpose, that is, registration in the
electoral rolls which enable the right to vote,” the commission submitted.
ATt B B A T forTT TR foRe—foh et ohg & ATRERAT bt oo L TR €, A AT ST STaRAH o
T SIR 3 & HISET HATarst! & ANTNEHAT T SHTUT Shalel Ueh | 363, AT Haarar et # Joileior 3R
TS o SYFR HT HEH FA I T ST TR, STERT 7 2

e [t emphasised that the SIR exercise was not meant to determine the status of
citizenship.

SR A ST 2ot e for SIR ot Sevar Amiierar sht feurfa fretica s =2 21

e The commission reiterated that its power to scrutinise citizenship flowed directly from
Article 324, which empowered it to supervise and control the conduct of elections,
and Article 326.
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STRINT 7 AT foh AT T S T T 3uh WMieh igeoe 324 & €Y yafed et 8, S 39 g
Tt SR Tt o1 aferepme o &, e srees 326 W

e No parliamentary law could oust the EC’s jurisdiction, it said, noting that even the
authority of Parliament under Article 327 must align with the commission’s plenary

powers.
AT 3 e foh g ot wedlr e EC & Stfrer ot w72t s wehar 31 7st 7 6 eress 327 ¥ aed
Twe 1 wih +ft ST Y ATk SR o SR ST =TTy

Robust check required
REECSIEECIERSED

e The Representation of the People Act (ROPA), 1950, through Sections 16 and 19,
requires that voters must be Indian citizens.
= afaffae stfafam (ROPA), 1950 i et 16 iR 19 & qed Hagrareil sl JRd Aries h1
a2

e Section 16 disqualifies non-citizens from being included in the electoral roll, and
electors must be “ordinarily resident” in a constituency to be registered.
aRT 16 R-ARTIEHT 1 FaaTar el § M 8 & ST Sed! & iR Aaerarei &1 et fate & § “amr=
Tame” 2T S 2

e An SIR, conducted under Section 21(3) of ROPA, had to be “intense” and was
triggered by “felt necessities”, it said.
s 3 %t fF ROPA st amr 21(3) o @@a forar man SIR “me”” g1 =few iR st sArewaehdreti”
o IO J[& foRaT 7T ol

e “The guidelines issued with respect to the SIR are constitutional and in the interest of
maintaining the purity of the electoral rolls, which is a pre-requisite for free and fair
elections that forms a Basic Feature of the Constitution,” it argued.

AN 5 T foam 6 “SIR o weter # S fewm-FrasT demten & ST Aqarar e sl J[Edr a=1e W % fod §
&, St wiferem st gt ST & qed A 3R e g A gE-ad @1

e [t denied the Opposition’s claim that the SIR was unconstitutional because it shifted
the burden of verification onto electors, who must fill up enumeration forms to avoid
exclusion from the electoral rolls.

3TRINT 3 famet & 3@ 3 1 @it foram foh SIR erarentaer ® sifer J- Teamo 1 sigt Hagraredl W STerdT &,
fo=e weeTaT gt & €2 S & S o T Amwie wi W B 2
e The commission said the SIR was a “voter-friendly” and “cooperative exercise”.
3T 3 et fof SIR ue “weerar-fi” ofR “aeaners whwn” 2

e Electors were required only to sign their pre-filled forms delivered at their homes by
booth-level officers.

HARTATSAT b1 ehefed 37 Jol-9I BTHT T EEATER HTAT BIaT €, Fofe sper-wadia Aferehriat grr Seh ol 02 qgerma St
&

e “This is a minimal requirement expected from electors who are unable to trace their
eligibility to the previous SIR 2002,” the EC said.

EC 7 %=1, ‘a8 U =[7aH AT 8 34 AAawaral & g St Ao+t wrrer i fset SIR 2002 & Siea =

qT 91d 817
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The Chandigarh question

It demands a political solution, not an administrative procedure

STATE OF PLAY

Vikas Vasudeva
vikas.vasudeva@thehindu.co.in

fter a political furore,
A the Central govern-

ment has backed away
from introducing a Bill to in-
clude the Union Territory (UT)
of Chandigarh under the am-
bit of Article 240 of the Consti-
tution. Article 240 empowers
the President to make regula-
tions for the peace, progress,
and good governance of cer-
tain UTs that do not have their
own legislatures. The govern-
ment’s attempt to introduce
the Bill raised the fundamen-
tal question about the Centre’s
attempts at overreach in the
country’s federal structure.

In November, the Centre
proposed to include Chandi-
garh under the ambit of Arti-
cle 240. As per a bulletin of
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha, the government in-
tended to bring the Constitu-
tion (131st Amendment) Bill,
2025, in the upcoming Winter
Session of Parliament, begin-
ning December 1, 2025. It
wanted “to align Chandigarh
with other Union Territories
without legislatures — such as
the Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands, Lakshadweep, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu, and Puducherry —
when its Legislative Assembly
is dissolved or suspended.”

The backlash was swift and
intense from Punjab. The go-
vernment then clarified that it
would not introduce the Bill
this session. The fact that sta-
keholders learned about this
move through parliamentary
bulletins rather than any
structured dialogue raised the
suspicion that the government
was adopting a unilateral ap-
proach to concentrate author-
ity in New Delhi.

The claim over Chandigarh

Punjab

— the joint capital of Punjab
and Haryana — has been a sen-
sitive and emotive issue since
the Punjab Reorganisation
Act, 1966. The Punjab gover-
nor serves as the Administra-
tor of Chandigarh. Punjab has
been asking for the handing
over of Chandigarh, pointing
out that the Agreement of
1970 stated that the capital
project area of Chandigarh
“would, as a whole, go to Pun-
jab,” which was a clear com-
mitment from the Central go-
vernment. In 1985, the
Rajiv-Longowal Accord reaf-
firmed that Chandigarh would
be transferred to Punjab.

These unfulfilled commit-
ments continue to fuel resent-
ment and distrust between
Punjab and the Central go-
vernment. Earlier, the
Centre’s decision to restruc-
ture Panjab University’s Se-
nate and Syndicate — the un-
iversity’s governing bodies —
was also met with stiff opposi-
tion and rescinded. Critics
and political parties were
quick to point out that intro-
ducing the change in Chandi-
garh through parliamentary
bulletins revealed how little
the Centre government res-
pects the spirit of consulta-
tion, consensus, and shared
governance — the nucleus of
federal spirit.

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs later clarified its position,
stating that the proposal did
not seek to alter Chandigarh’s
governance or administrative
structure. The Ministry noted

that “a suitable decision will
be taken only after adequate
consultations with all stake-
holders, keeping in mind the
interests of Chandigarh.”
Punjab shares an interna-
tional border with a hostile Pa-
kistan, and it has been
through a traumatic phase of
militancy  between  the
mid-1980s and early 1990s. Its
geopolitical reality cannot be
ignored and this is why Punjab
needs to be dealt with sensitiv-
ity. Yet, it appears that the
Central government’s recent
decisions on Chandigarh and
Panjab University have been
made at administrative or bu-
reaucratic levels, bypassing
political consultation and dis-
regarding federal principles.
This is a dangerous approach,
especially for a border State
with such a violent history.
Rather than resolving the de-
cades-old issue of Chandi-
garh’s transfer, the Centre’s
actions signal an intent to con-
solidate control instead.
Against the backdrop of de-
cisions surrounding Chandi-
garh being taken from New
Delhi, several people in politi-
cal circles, as well as others,
feel that attempts are being
made to negate regional polit-
ics, regional interests, and re-
gional power. This negation
and this top-down approach
has resulted in reactions from
several quarters in Punjab.
The Chandigarh question
demands a political solution,
not an administrative proce-
dure. The decisions affecting
Punjab’s identity and territo-
rial claims must involve ge-
nuine political dialogue and
consensus-building, not bu-
reaucratic notifications. For a
border State with such a com-
plex history, such moves, and
the perceptions caused by
them, carry serious conse-
quences that extend beyond
mere administrative efficien-

cy.

The Chandigarh
question

TSHTG T Yo

e |[tdemands a
political solution, not
an administrative
procedure

g T TAAlas
HHATHTS HETAT &, o [
S wRMHAF gfhar

Chandigarh, Article
240 and federal
concerns

T3NTG, AT 240
3kt g Rae

o After a political
furore, the Central
government has
backed away from
introducing a Bill to
include the Union
Territory (UT) of
Chandigarh under the
ambit of Article 240 of
the Constitution.

TSI g9 & 9T,
e, TRPR o T H
HIeOE 240 H R A
T3NS FI AT FA
arel faerTer &Y 921 ey

A NS ge TS E

o Article 240
empowers the
President to make
regulations for the
peace, progress, and
good governance of
certain UTs that do
not have their own
legislatures.

3TeDG 240 Tsgafa
T 3T chg;, ATRAIT 2l
& T [A9H g &7
3R &ar & =TT
319 ey JA8T
arfer enfa, werfa sik
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garHa giAfRad fohar s @ |

The government’s attempt to introduce the Bill raised the fundamental question about the
Centre’s attempts at overreach in the country’s federal structure.

T U e & TIHR & TITH o U T TET FI=AT H e 1 3rfaerT geaadq Hr Hifrei )

HeIHd IR 31|
In November, the Centre proposed to include Chandigarh under the ambit of Article 240.
TR, g o TG P HoToSG 240 F ATAR 7 AT Y BT AT I |

As per a bulletin of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, the government intended to bring the
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2025, in the upcoming Winter Session of Parliament,
beginning December 1, 2025.

FhEHT 3R TSIHAT & Felfeol & ITER, TR WAL (13197 Waere) fardass, 2025 7 1
fewa 2025 & & g1e ATt AfcTehelle T & UM FYaT drgell &7

It wanted “to align Chandigarh with other Union Territories without legislatures — such
as the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu, and Puducherry — when its Legislative Assembly is dissolved or
suspended.”

TG “TISNITG T 3oT 3o ohe; ATTAA FeRIT & 1w 1T =gl A foiatehr faenfshr 718t & — &
AT AR [FARITR ediT Hefg, oTeTedd, &TeT 3R IR ool AR &HeT IR &ra, 3R ggea’dt —
SIS 3T T HT HaT AT ToTeiferd &r she|”

The backlash was swift and intense from Punjab.

yome & Ufafshar der 3R &2 o)

The government then clarified that it would not introduce the Bill this session.

THR & Tose T o a8 30 T A 9T yeqd w1eT |

The fact that stakeholders learned about this move through parliamentary bulletins rather than
any structured dialogue raised the suspicion that the government was adopting a unilateral
approach to concentrate authority in New Delhi.

Ig Y o RAUNET 1 Ig FeH HEET ol & ATETH § uar Ferl of & fond @i darg &
HEHA W, $H T Y TSI ¢ Toh TR a8 foeell # AR Hdihc Htel & [T THawr

gfeHIOT 3191 &Y B

Historical claims over Chandigarh

g3hTe W agias ad

The claim over Chandigarh — the joint capital of Punjab and Haryana — has been a
sensitive and emotive issue since the Punjab Reorganisation Act, 1966.

YENTG TR &TaT — it Forra 3 gRATOT iy FgFT Teruredt § — g Yerdtos sfafaaa, 1966 @
& HaeaRMel 3R HIGeATcHS Fegl ST g37 8|

The Punjab governor serves as the Administrator of Chandigarh.

USITe o ATl TEITG & FATHS S & H Hr Hd & |

Punjab has been asking for the handing over of Chandigarh, pointing out that the Agreement
of 1970 stated that the capital project area of Chandigarh “would, as a whole, go to Punjab,”
which was a clear commitment from the Central government.

ISHTS SRR TETG HGeT T AT AT 6T &, T Fedt §U o 1970 & THSN H g 127 21 foh
TG HT ASTUTAT TRAISTAT 817 “THIT T H GATT 1 ATTI,” T hgg TXHR I TS FfATerdr
|

In 1985, the Rajiv-Longowal Accord reaffirmed that Chandigarh would be transferred to
Punjab.

1985 #, Trsfia-aienarer wasila ¥ o1 gfSe it fF TEere dae i far sreem|
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These unfulfilled commitments continue to fuel resentment and distrust between Punjab and
the Central government.

J 37N a1E doTTe AR g AR & e ARTereT 3T 3rfdeara s S @ g

Earlier, the Centre’s decision to restructure Panjab University’s Senate and Syndicate —
the university’s governing bodies — was also met with stiff opposition and rescinded.

ugel, YaTe faeafagarey #it dive ik Rifdde — s favafdearey 1 wafea e § —
gﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁ%%%ﬁmwsﬁwmgmsﬁwﬁmmwl

Critics and political parties were quick to point out that introducing the change in Chandigarh
through parliamentary bulletins revealed how little the Central government respects the spirit
of consultation, consensus, and shared governance — the nucleus of federal spirit.

3Terereht 3R TSt fcieh gall o el Hehel 1T foh HEHET goifeet & ATeA @ <SieTe # g deard
AT G & o g e e, weefay, 31 wre emee — it sy straet & A § —
frdell A TFATT AT

Centre’s clarification and Punjab’s sensitivities

Fg Y TISEFIOT 3R G Y FagTfeand

The Ministry of Home Affairs later clarified its position, stating that the proposal did not seek
to alter Chandigarh’s governance or administrative structure.

36 HATST & a1 # 39eh el Fuse $1, 7§ Hgd g@%umlq TSNS Y AT AT YA
TIAT T S olel T TATH TeT T 2T

The Ministry noted that “a suitable decision will be taken only after adequate consultations
with all stakeholders, keeping in mind the interests of Chandigarh.”

HATETH =1 gl oh T8NTG o frcll AT €aTed  T@l gV Tl FRaument & gaffed 1l & ae &
3tad Ao forr sree)”

Punjab shares an international border with a hostile Pakistan, and it has been through a
traumatic phase of militancy between the mid-1980s and early 1990s.

SIS BT HVAT AT Tt & S9Tcl &, 3R 7€ 1980 & HET & 1990 F YEATel ast

391G % el aR @ TN B

Its geopolitical reality cannot be ignored and this is why Punjab needs to be dealt with
sensitivity.

SHET TSIk ATEATART BT ARG el 1T ST HehelT 3T AL HROT § o o & w1
HdeAMNTT ¥ FAGR 1T &

Yet, it appears that the Central government’s recent decisions on Chandigarh and Panjab
University have been made at administrative or bureaucratic levels, bypassing political
consultation and disregarding federal principles.

< oft, ¥ T g § o 9&erg 31k o Rafieamey T &g TR & giferar o
TRITEfoTeh AT HIARATEY T I oI 31T &, IsTeiicish RIS Y aXfohedl il gU 3R el
el @ Fer3iers #Xd gul

This is a dangerous approach, especially for a border State with such a violent history.
IE Teh WATeh T &, Tadwe 08 A s & forw et ffae sfagra wr d

Rather than resolving the decades-old issue of Chandigarh’s transfer, the Centre’s actions
signal an intent to consolidate control instead.

YITG oh GEATRUT & GRIehl YT Fed Tl &l el oh qolTd, e, Bl HRATSAT IT0T T HTT
et ST FAT G2 8

Against the backdrop of decisions surrounding Chandigarh being taken from New Delhi,
several people in political circles, as well as others, feel that attempts are being made to
negate regional politics, regional interests, and regional power.
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7% fereelt @ IS1G W) forw o1 3¢ fovoTat & gsastf #, Tatehicies gorehi Afga &8 elalt &l ATetelr
¢ for &y Terefa, e fRa 3t e afea Y daRa & g e ST R/ 8

e This negation and this top-down approach has resulted in reactions from several quarters in

Punjab.

Ig e 3R T MS-A-o gfSeamtor gore & &3 aeif 7 gfafkard scdeet a2 g |

Need for political dialogue, not administrative action

TATHTA® FIIARE 781, ToTllfaed Halg Y Taegddl

e The Chandigarh question demands a political solution, not an administrative procedure.
TENITG T 2T TATHTeTeh TTohdT 18T ATeeh IstellTcieh THTETST HIITT & |

e The decisions affecting Punjab’s identity and territorial claims must involve genuine political
dialogue and consensus-building, not bureaucratic notifications.

GTe T ggare 3R & grat r THTad e arel oIt & arediaeh steliiae darg AR
HATA-TAHATOT AT gleT =R T, o foh Ateheemgy srfRgaev|

o For a border State with such a complex history, such moves, and the perceptions caused by
them, carry serious consequences that extend beyond mere administrative efficiency.

v Sfeer sfagra arel @1 T & AT, 30 YR & deH 3R 3d0 3cTeed ROV shaol
TR G&TdT ¥ el 3T IR IROMA It R B

Questions and Alnswers to the
November 28 edition of the daily
quiz: 1. This term denotes the idea
that progress arises as a synthesis of
opposing views. Ans: Dialectic

2. Name the German philosopher who
influenced Engels. Ans: Hegel

3. The condition of the working class
in this country is considered to be the
first major socialist work by Engels.
Ans: England

4. Name the organisation in which
both Engels and Marx were key
members. Ans: The Communist
League

5: Name the unfinished work of Engels
which was published in the Soviet
Union in 1925. Ans: Dialectics of
Nature

Greek Origins
AT Jeut

QUIZ
IC= K|

Dialectic

* This term denotes the idea that progress arises as a synthesis
of opposing views

* 9% Y158 39 o= st guriar @ fob wrfer forieft forem o fererfemr & &9 o sca=
&It 2

e Dialectic refers to a method of reasoning in which progress

takes place through the interaction of opposing ideas.
ST T o1 3 TEfd I HaTHd FLdT & foram ¥ oY oree fora SR

eI ¥ TTf 2t 2

o It explains how contradictions drive change, rather than

obstruct it.
I oaTar ® foF 8 ferrerymer aftads =6t o1 wera €, 7 o6 S afra s @)

e Core idea: Opposition — Conflict — Resolution —

Progress.
T fomm: falte — wod — wHTa™ — Wk

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 4


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
; Pathaha YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

o Early traces in Heraclitus, who believed that conflict and change are inherent to nature.
TR Tohd FTTReted § fierd &, S ATd o fof dord ofit uftada warfa & stfie 34 €

e Socrates and Plato used dialectics in dialogues to uncover deeper truths through questioning and
counter-arguments.

R A TSt  Haal # 731 3R TIT F AW § e §ed WIS o A Srreifaesh o1 3w famm|

Hegel’s Dialectic (Idealist Dialectic)
I T SAfFe (SATENATET Saireh)

e  G.W.F. Hegel developed a structured form of dialectics where history and ideas evolve through

internal contradictions.
ST, U, T o ST 1 U Tied & foeptaa foran fre sfoeme ofit foam stiafte fomem et & Arem @ fofea

214 €l

e Although commonly described as thesis—antithesis—synthesis, Hegel himself used different
terminology—but the underlying logic is the same.
Tt 38w ffe—ddefifra—fafm % T F aftfa frer s 2, e 3 fae sreemacdt s 3w frnr—afe ga a
A 2

Marx’s Dialectical Materialism

AT T g5TeHh HifdehaTe

o Karl Marx adapted Hegel’s idea but applied it to material conditions, not abstract ideas.
TS AT A o foeR T STOATET Ifeh 39 ST forail o oSt sitferes afvferforat ox my foram|

e For Marx, economic contradictions (e.g., between workers and owners) drive historical change.
AR o foru, sTifdier fevemermer (S8 yfieRt 3K anforent o off=r) SfereTfées aftede 1 31 aerd 2
o Progress emerges through the resolution of contradictions within production, class relations, and

society.
TATTer Scated, ot Heielt ST TS 3 ofiqt femTET o THr @ S Bt R

Why Dialectic Matters
TR Tl HEedqut §

o [t offers a dynamic model of change, unlike static or linear models.
g Uiad T T TTA9iiet Aigel Yo LT &, TR a1 {ae digai o faudial

e Helps understand social, political, economic, scientific, and philosophical progress.
TSR, Teiifdes, Tfde, aeTfier it amifis Wi 1 gage § Heg i 2l

» Explains why contradictions are necessary for transformation.

g odTdT © for ufads & fore foiemyme =t stewaes 2
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Baikonur: gateway to the heavens

Vasudevan Mukunth

he Baikonur cosmodrome is a
T spaceport in Kazakhstan that

Russia leases and operates as
the site of its space launches. It was
built in the 1950s first as a missile test
range before becoming the centre of
the Soviet space programme. The R-7
rocket launched Sputnik 1 in 1957 and
Vostok 1 in 1961, which carried Yuri
Gagarin on the first human
spaceflight, from here. Later missions
from here launched other
cosmonauts, space station modules,
and interplanetary probes.
The cosmodrome is located on the
Kazakh steppe and contains launch
complexes, assembly buildings,
tracking stations, and housing. Its
facilities can accommodate the Proton
and Soyuz rockets and cargo ships
intended for the International Space
Station. It has two crewed-launch
pads: Site 1 and Site 31/6, which now
handles Soyuz flights. After the fall of
the Soviet Union, Kazakhstan retained
ownership of the site and agreed to
lease it to Russia under agreements
that run until 2050.
Baikonur has also seen accidents. In
1960, an R-16 missile exploded on the
pad in an event called the Nedelin
catastrophe, and many people were
killed. Just last week, during the
Soyuz MS-28 mission on November 27,
the launch of a Soyuz-2.1a rocket
damaged Site 31/6, bringing down a
service platform into the flame trench

The Soyuz MS-27 spacecraft blasting off from
the Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. AFp

and forcing authorities to suspend
crewed operations.

Engineers are currently assessing the
damage and plan repairs so that later
missions can continue to launch from
Kazakhstan while Russia develops
other launch sites on its territory.

R

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

Baikonur: gateway to the
heavens

SPTe: T HT FAAGIR

The Baikonur cosmodrome

e MEAE

. The Baikonur
cosmodrome is a spaceport in
Kazakhstan that Russia leases
and operates as the site of its
space launches.

TR FIEAPA FArEEdT H T
3rafaT Fe39TE & o8 & ol W
T & 3R 319e 3aeT gaigoi &
TIS o & H FdTfeld T & |

. It was built in the 1950s
first as a missile test range
before becoming the centre of
the Soviet space programme.

Ig 1950s H Ugo Ush fAATSe
qeTor IS & F9 F SATIAT 7T 2T,
g% d1c Ig AT aieT FrisH
I he;, FeT|

. The R-7 rocket launched
Sputnik 1 in 1957 and Vostok 1 in
1961, which carried Yuri Gagarin

on the first human spaceflight, from
here.

R-7 e & TET & Tqafas 1 #1
1957 # 3R arFdis 1 H1 1961 F
dllea famar, foraet g amerfa
ggoll ATId HARET 33 WX |

e Later missions from here launched other cosmonauts, space station modules, and
interplanetary probes.

a1e & AT 7 TgT 4 317 FIFANICH, TIH FUT AlgTed, 3N Sercamiedt New 8 oiea e

T

e The cosmodrome is located on the Kazakh steppe and contains launch complexes, assembly
buildings, tracking stations, and housing.

g FHILASH FATE TN T YT § 3R 59 diea wiFcadw, Idael fafesaw, fmr ea,

3R 3mamw anfae €1

e |ts facilities can accommodate the Proton and Soyuz rockets and cargo ships intended for the
International Space Station.

SR FRIUTY ST 3 R e T SARTSAR AR e & far iR i Rrew

P GHTT FhaT & |

e |t has two crewed-launch pads: Site 1 and Site 31/6, which now handles Soyuz flights.
5aH of ATTa-giea geiqor 3 ¢ |1ge 1 3R W13 31/6, S 319 WIS 3311 ! TSI &

o After the fall of the Soviet Union, Kazakhstan retained ownership of the site and agreed to

lease it to Russia under agreements that run until 2050.
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AT T & Id & 91, FATETATT A 5T TUT FHT TANTACT TATT T@T 3R 57 & FF 2050 TH
et W & IR He AT TS|

Baikonur has also seen accidents.

dhelY o gHeaATd ot 3 B

In 1960, an R-16 missile exploded on the pad in an event called the Nedelin catastrophe, and
many people were killed.

1960 # TH R-16 fAwTse 83 X the 715, o A3faeT Ferrerdr wgl JrdT &, 3R #3 dkr AR v

Just last week, during the Soyuz MS-28 mission on November 27, the launch of a Soyuz-
2.1a rocket damaged Site 31/6, bringing down a service platform into the flame trench and
forcing authorities to suspend crewed operations.

el Fedre, 27 AdaT, WG MS-28 e & eRiel, §g-2.1a Jhe & F&II0T & ST 31/6 I
I Tg e, FoIad veh WA celewia wole o A R 972 3R iRt o Aree-afea
el F fAeifad i asr|

Engineers are currently assessing the damage and plan repairs so that later missions can
continue to launch from Kazakhstan while Russia develops other launch sites on its territory.

SR TAATH H THATA T HTFHoleT L I8 o R ATFAT Y STl 11 I8 © lieh HfasT &
AT FATGEAA F SIRY I Toh, SdTh &F 317 81 H 3T dled T AR AT A ET 8
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How Pakistan’s judiciary is being undermined

Why has the 27th amendment created a new Federal Constitutional Court? Does it curtail the role and powers of Pakistz
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n's Supreme Court? What did the 26th

amendment mandate? Has the judiciary and the executive faced off before? What is the way forward?

D. Suba Chandran

The story so far:
n November 12-13, Pakistan’s
National Assembly and the
Senate passed the 27th
amendment, with the
President also giving his assent. While the
amendment introduces new provisions in
the military command structure, it has
far-reaching implications for Pakistan’s
judiciary. The amendment has created a
new Federal Constitutional Court (FCC),
and has curtailed the Supreme Court’s
role as the custodian of the Constitution,
thereby reducing the judiciary’s
independence. Three judges from the
Supreme and High Courts have already
resigned in protest against the 27th
amendment, while four judges from the
Islamabad High Court have appealed
against it.

What are the implications?
The 27th amendment will affect the
judiciary’s independence in the following
ways. First, the creation of a new FCC to
address issues relating to the Constitution
and federal-provincial relations would
mean that the Supreme Court would no
longer have its original jurisdiction. Thus,
the Supreme Court would not hear cases
relating to the interpretation of the
Constitution, fundamental rights, or
questions of federal-provincial relations.
In recent years, the Supreme Court had
used its original jurisdiction to deliberate
on a few high profile political
developments including the Panama Case
(which resulted in the formation of a Joint
Investigation Team and the
disqualification of Nawaz Sharif, the then
Prime Minister in 2017) and the
Memogate (in which Pakistan’s
Ambassador to the U.S. was investigated
on whether he authored a memo that
asked the U.S. to support the civilian
government in 2011, then led by the
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), and
prevent a coup).

Second, the 27th 2 1 provides

Point of no return: The Supreme Court of Pakistan in Islamabad, Pakistan in 2023. REUTERS

further weaken it.

Overall, the 27th amendment gives the
executive and the legislature an edge over
the judiciary, thereby undermining the
essence of the balance of power in a
constitutional democracy. It also
undermines one of the crowning
successes of the 18th d which
aimed to depoliticise the judiciary and
make it independent. The 18th
amendment, passed in 2010 by the PPP
government, provided for a Judicial
C ission of Pakistan (JCP) to

the executive with the power to transfer
judges without their consent. Critics of
the amendment argue that this provision
would enable the executive to transfer
judges who do not toe its line. Though the
executive has to follow certain
procedures, in effect, it could transfer
judges to secure its choice or to penalise
those who disagree with it. This would
significantly undermine the judiciary’s
independence at the higher level. The real
reason for the creation of an FCC —
though the executive is trying to justify it
in terms of necessity — is to pick those
judges who will be amenable, especially
with respect to constitutional matters.
The pace at which the FCC’s chief justice
has been appointed, along with other
judges, and the space it found for itself in
the Islamabad High Court premises, the
critics argue, is part of a plan to subvert
the Supreme Court’s “over reach” on
constitutional matters.

Third, is the effect the relationship
between the FCC and the Supreme Court
will have on the judiciary. While a section
of judges and lawyers are against the
amendment and the FCC, another section
has accepted it and is even ready to join
it. While senior and former judges have
been demanding a “Full Court Meeting,”
it did little when it met during the third
week of November. Today, the FCC
already has a Chief Justice and a few other
judges; it has also started entertaining
cases in the first week of its existence. The
judiciary seems divided, and this will only

recommend the names of new judges,
thereby giving more space to the
judiciary; the 27th amendment makes it
redundant.

Why is the government trying to
undermine the rule of law?

Separation of powers and an independent
judiciary are essential for any
constitutional democracy, especially
Pakistan. Political parties of Pakistan
should know this, given the challenge
from the Establishment (Pakistan’s
military complex) to democracy and its
institutions. An independent judiciary will
remain the only institution that could
protect, if at all, overreach from the
Establishment.

One of the reasons for introducing the
amendment has been that it will reduce
the caseload of the higher judiciary.
However, this argument is flawed, as most
delays occur in the lower courts.
According to the letter drafted by Judge
Mansoor Ali Shah, quoting the Law
Commission of Pakistan, of the 2.26
million pending cases, 82% were at the
district courts, and less than 3% were
pending at the Supreme Court.

The real motivations of the Pakistan
Muslim League (N) (PML-N) government
are to clip the wings of the Supreme Court
and reduce it to a Court of Appeals by
removing its original jurisdiction.

What is the amendment’s history?
It all started with the 26th amendment,

which was passed by the PML-N
government in 2024. It altered the
composition of the JCP. In 2010, the 18th
amendment had mandated that the JCP
be comprised of judges from the Supreme
Court and High Courts. The 26th

| altered the composition by
bringing in more members from the
executive, thereby undermining the
selection of judges for the higher courts.
The JCP now has more members from the
political side. The 26th amendment also
granted the JCP the power to appoint
constitutional benches, thereby removing
the Chief Justice of Pakistan’s power to
appoint benches.

The 26th and 27th amendments are not
the first time that the executive in
Pakistan has attempted to undermine the
judiciary. The higher judiciary’s
relationship with both the military and
the political executive has been troubled
since Pakistan’s independence. During
the first four decades, the judiciary took a
tough pill to defend the unconstitutional
actions taken by its military dictators such
as Ayub Khan, Yahya Khan and
Zia-ul-Haq. The Supreme Court invoked
the “Doctrine of Necessity” to look the
other way as military rulers tore up the
Constitution. Zia was even quoted as
saying that the Constitution was a “piece
of paper” that could be torn at any time.

In the 1990s, the judiciary was brought
into the centre of the power struggle
between the Presidents and the Prime
Ministers. When the President dismissed
the PM, backed by the Establishment, the
Supreme Court had to intervene by either
justifying the dismissal (Benazir Bhutto’s
dismissals in 1990 and 1996) or by
restoring the government (Nawaz Sharif’s
government in 1993).

The judiciary confronted a political
executive for the first time in 1996, when
Nawaz Sharif tried to remove the Chief
Justice. It led to PML-N party members
storming the Supreme Court, thereby

Supreme Court disqualified Nawaz Sharif
in the Panama Papers case — an issue that
many consider an overreach by the Court.

Since the confrontation between
Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry and President
Pervez Musharraf in 2007, which
triggered the Lawyers’ movement, the
judiciary has been assertive against both
the political executive and the
Establishment.

The judicial assertion reached its peak
under the Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa. Six
judges of the Islamabad High Court wrote
an open letter complaining of coercion
and even intimidation by the intelligence
agencies.

This might have prompted the military
and the political executive to assert
control over the judiciary. The 26th
amendment started the process; and the
27th has taken it forward.

What next?

The FCC has already started functioning.
‘The opposition and a section of the legal
community have warned of a
confrontation in the streets. There is also
civil society support for maintaining the
independence of the higher judiciary.
But, the two major political parties, the
PPP and the PML-N stand together, and
are supported by the Establishment.

More importantly, the judiciary stands
divided — while a few (three so far,
including Supreme Court judges Mansoor
Ali Shah and Athar Minallah) have
resigned, others have agreed to serve on
the new FCC.

Given the political and societal issues
facing Pakistan, and the questions of
accountability, especially in higher
institutions, as the recent International
Monetary Fund report highlighted, an
independent judiciary is essential for
Pakistan. Unfortunately, the 27th
amendment undermines that.

D. Suba Chandran is Professor and Dean
at the school of conflict and security studies

starting an uncomfortable relati
between the two. Later in 2017, the

How Pakistan’s judiciary is being undermined

qQIfrEdTe Y ~IITTT H1 $Fq FAGR FAT AT @I

at the National Institute of Advanced
Studies.

THE GIST

v

The creation of a new FCC to
address issues relating to the
Constitution and
federal-provincial relations
would mean that the Supreme
Court would no longer have its
original jurisdiction.

v

The 27th amendment provides
the executive with the power to
transfer judges without their
consent. Critics of the
amendment argue that this
provision would enable the
executive to transfer judges
who do not toe its line.

v

Given the political and societal
issues facing Pakistan, and the
questions of accountability,
especially in higher institutions,
as the recent Intemational
Monetary Fund report
highlighted, an independent
judiciary is essential for
Pakistan.
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Pakistan’s 27th Amendment and its impact on the judiciary

qIfehEdTel ST 2747 WA AR FATAIfAHT I SHHT 9T

¢ On November 12-13, Pakistan’s National Assembly and the Senate passed the 27th
amendment, with the President also giving his assent.

12-13 AGER P UTThETeT T AU 3Tl 3R T oF 2781 Waru=T qrRd forar, 3R Iseafa &
o 39T TR &

¢ While the amendment introduces new provisions in the military command structure, it has
far-reaching implications for Pakistan’s judiciary.
Ig HMUA T FATT TIGAT F AT YITETA ATT &, AfehoT ST ITfREATT T #ATIIT IR T
ST9eh JHTT IST g

e The amendment has created a new Federal Constitutional Court (FCC), and has curtailed
the Supreme Court’s role as the custodian of the Constitution, thereby reducing the judiciary’s
independence.

A & Teh AT HET Faenfas A Terd (FCC) TR foham § 3R gl i ot @faere &
TETh T AT T WA e §, foad =araarforsT &y Fad=e aﬂ=r§‘€."5"l

e Three judges from the Supreme and High Courts have already resigned in protest against the
27th amendment, while four judges from the Islamabad High Court have appealed against it.

oA 3R §1$ HIE & it wararelier 278 FAereT & FaY 7 SEAHT & b &, ST SEATATSG
&S FIC & IR ~ATATENRAT o 5T fQed 3rder i g1

What are the implications?

SHF 4T W91 &2

e The 27th amendment will affect the judiciary’s independence in the following ways.
2741 FAN T AT H ~ATIUTTeIehT Sl FaATAT T THTTI |

o First, the creation of a new FCC to address issues relating to the Constitution and federal-
provincial relations would mean that the Supreme Court would no longer have its original
jurisdiction.

TE T, HiqtTel AR FE-GicdT Heti @ FJS Heal o AT & T AT FCC hr Ta19er & 7 &
o guter I o arg 319 Her JAFRGT 76T |

e Thus, the Supreme Court would not hear cases relating to the interpretation of the
Constitution, fundamental rights, or questions of federal-provincial relations.

38 YR, GHIA < AfaeneT 1 egrean, Ao HTSRT AT Ho-GidT Jal & 53 ATl i
GoAaTS 6T |

e Inrecent years, the Supreme Court had used its original jurisdiction to deliberate on high-
profile developments including the Panama Case (which resulted in the formation of a JIT

and the disqualification of Nawaz Sharif in 2017) and Memogate (in 2011, involving
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the U.S.).

BTeT & aST 3 G HIE & 39T FeT JTARIRAT T STITIT GATAT F (TSTEH 2017 H JIT 7 IT5e
mmarﬂwaﬁrmﬂmgé)mm(zon)mﬂmﬁ@r@a@%ﬁv%mml

Executive control over judicial transfers

=ararefien F deredl 9 I &1 fAg=or

e Second, the 27th amendment provides the executive with the power to transfer judges
without their consent.

GET, 27971 WA HRATTCIRT T ~ATATENRAT T JeTeht HeATar F AT FUTATARS Fa 1 QAfehed
Caikd
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Critics argue that this could allow the executive to transfer judges who do not toe its line.
AT T el © foh SHA HRUTRT o7 FATATENAT T FAAART F Tehell § ST 38 3TwT
T8l Ferd |

Though procedures exist, the executive could transfer judges to secure its choice or penalise
those who disagree with it.

gTelifeh UfshaTt AISIE 8, Ao sATATHRIT T HIAT THE AT e AT AT SidTed aret
& &3 A & T TATATaRa T Fhdlr g1

This would significantly undermine the higher judiciary’s independence.

Ig 3T FAIUTTIeRT I FTTTAT 1 ITH T G FHSI |

The real reason for the creation of an FCC, critics say, is to pick judges who will be
amenable, especially in constitutional matters.

3TATershi T et ¢ Toh FCC Sellel &1 arEciideh ShROT Uh wIIATENRT Tolall § it 3efhel o,
v daenfaies AT H|
The pace of appointment of the FCC’s Chief Justice and other judges, and securing space in

the Islamabad High Court premises, is seen as part of a plan to subvert the Supreme Court’s
“overreach.”

FCC & 7&a waramdier 31N 3 =i &t ot fgfad 3R seamreTe 718 I 7 T 41t &1
X JTaee GA HIE T “HRAFRAT I FHASR F1 T ATSTAT T TGEAT AT 7 6T 51

A divided judiciary
Rsnfara =arafesr

Third, is the effect the relationship between the FCC and the Supreme Court will have on the
judiciary.
AR, FCC 3R ol 1 o e Feier ~argarfeient st Femfae am|

While a section of judges and lawyers oppose the amendment and the FCC, another section
has accepted it and is ready to join it.

STeT Fe waraeiier 3R gehrer HeersT 3R FCC o1 faer a3 3 €, 961 $70 38 TR a © &
3T 5T anfAe g1 A IR &

Senior and former judges have demanded a Full Court Meeting, but when it finally met in the
third week of November, it achieved little.

qRes IR o rarehelt o Gor HIE HFET Hr AT A, AfeheT T F A Toedwg H g5 Foh H
1S 31 AT g1 e

Today, the FCC already has a Chief Justice and a few judges; it has also started entertaining
cases in the first week of its existence.

37T, FCC & 9T HET ~I1ATHie 3R $& 31 wgrareiier Hi[e §; 381 9= 9gel geclig & &

AT Y FoTaTS qE F &
The judiciary seems divided, and this will only further weaken it.
FaraTTereT [T fe@rs &t &, 3R I 39 31k FasR S|

Impact on balance of power and the 18th amendment
ARFT Hegeret I 188 FaereT 9X WorTg

Overall, the 27th amendment gives the executive and legislature an edge over the judiciary,
undermining the balance of power in a constitutional democracy.

FHIT T §, 2771 Gt R 3R [Fenfer s =ararfesT «) ded o &, e
T oiehcs 7 AT HJelol HHSR g1l 8

It undermines one of the achievements of the 18th amendment, which aimed to depoliticise
the judiciary and make it independent.
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IE 183 WA T TFH AcaqOT STATY Pl HHASIN HAT &, oTHHT 36GT AT T

TSN TIRLOT FHTCT X 39 TAAT SaATelT AT|

The 18th amendment, passed in 2010, created the Judicial Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) to recommend names of judges, increasing judicial autonomy; the 27th amendment
makes this redundant.

2010 # Ul 18& FeMereT o =graehelt 1 g o sqfSRraer Faiere 3w wfFedrr (JCP)
T om, fSad =araarforeT T Taraadr 96Y; 27a1 WA S8 3PS ST &ar g

Why is the government trying to undermine the rule of law

THR FIA & ATHT FI FHAR HTT T HIAT FT F G

Separation of powers and an independent judiciary are essential for any constitutional
democracy, especially Pakistan.

T &1 fAeTTeTeT 3R Faaa ~arafas frd) off gaenfaes dierds & faw 3maeas &, e
qIfehEdTe o foIT|

Political parties of Pakistan should know this, given the challenge from the Establishment
(Pakistan’s military complex) to democracy and its institutions.

UTfehEdTe hY TaTeil e TIfeaT Sl Tg THSTT TR, FAifeh olleha T 31T 3HS TEATAT & FTHA
weefeererdie (nfreare #t A7 saaedn) @ gl @ &

An independent judiciary will remain the only institution that could protect, if at all, overreach
from the Establishment.

Teh T ARAUTTIT &1 96 HEAT & 51 TETeererde it 31fd-gEaaiT & GIam yerel T Hehcll ¢ |

One of the reasons for introducing the amendment has been that it will reduce the caseload
of the higher judiciary.

TR T Ueh SHRUT Y ST IT foh SHA 3T ~AITIIehT T FHGHT HT ST H g1aMT|
However, this argument is flawed, as most delays occur in the lower courts.
glellleh Ig ceh YT &, Fifeh JfRrenier & forerelt srereral # gial g1

According to the letter drafted by Judge Mansoor Ali Shah, quoting the Law Commission of

Pakistan, of the 2.26 million pending cases, 82% were at the district courts, and less than
3% were pending at the Supreme Court.

ST HYY 3relt A SaRT ol 7 & IHTAR, arihearer & fafer 3maer & garor 4, 2.26 Ao
SAfSe AT H & 82% TSielT 3reTerdl # ¥ 3R 3% @ Fa G HIE A wifad I

The real motivations of the Pakistan Muslim League (N) (PML-N) government are to clip the
wings of the Supreme Court and reduce it to a Court of Appeals by removing its original
jurisdiction.

IRt FHREAH oflar (1) (PML-N) GIhR T areciiden HT G HIE & BRI ol WA
AT AR IHIT HT HTAFRAT g 39 ol FIE A e T AT HET 8

What is the amendment’s history

e & sfaera FaT

It all started with the 26th amendment, which was passed by the PML-N government in
2024.

TE T 263 FeNYeT & Y E3T, [ 2024 F PML-N FIHR & 1Rk fepa|
It altered the composition of the JCP (Judicial Commission of Pakistan).
38 SR FHtereT 3w wfdhedre (JCP) & HTaaT dga &l

In 2010, the 18th amendment had mandated that the JCP be comprised of judges from the
Supreme Court and High Courts.

2010 3 183 FeMeraT o 3fo¥ary fahar a1 foh JCP & Goltet &I 3R 818 I o warareher Amiae gi|
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The 26th amendment altered the composition by bringing in more members from the
executive, thereby undermining the selection of judges for the higher courts.

26 WAL o TITAT SColehd STH HIATITAHT & 31T TSEt i enfae ¢ forr, 5ad 3=
FRATSIT o =aTaTedTelt o TIeT ol FHASR fohaT|

The JCP now has more members from the political side.

319 JCP # Weieiifas 987 & 310 e 1

The 26th amendment also granted the JCP the power to appoint constitutional benches,
thereby removing the Chief Justice of Pakistan’s power to appoint benches.

263 FeitereT & JCP o1 waenfavas st & Agfera o1 3R off & e, forady anferearsr & &g
ST T U1S TAgerd it 1 Aferd FaATed 8 18|

The 26th and 27th amendments are not the first time that the executive in Pakistan has
attempted to undermine the judiciary.

26aT 3T 2731 WA Ygoll IR T § TS GT{ehEdTsT T SRS o ATAIT oTehT T HHAR
T T hIfRTA Fr &

Judiciary’s troubled history with the military and executive

=araaifaret &1 A= 3R FRIwfaw & gy [afea sfas

The higher judiciary’s relationship with both the military and the political executive has been
troubled since Pakistan’s independence.

3T STl &l A4 Aqed 3R Tsreifas Frdfe gl & | Jaer arfaredre
TaAaT @ & faarerae @ §

During the first four decades, the judiciary defended the unconstitutional actions of military
dictators such as Ayub Khan, Yahya Khan, and Zia-ul-Haq.

Tgel TR G2 H =AUl o HTYS WTel, ATEAT TTT 3R FAAT-3e7-5F 518 Vo7 ATt
radenfae st S @ReTor fea)

The Supreme Court invoked the Doctrine of Necessity, allowing military rulers to tear up the
Constitution.

gier #1¢ o ifaardar & Reura (Doctrine of Necessity) T 391er foha, forad dr emashi
1 Giaere drsa &1 3egAfT A 78|

Zia-ul-Haq even said that the Constitution was a “piece of paper” that could be torn any time.
foraT-3e1-g% o e ceh et AT fob HIGUT “h1aTST T gehsT” & TS0 il 81 ®rsT ST HeheTr B

In the 1990s, the judiciary was drawn into the power struggle between Presidents and Prime
Ministers.

1990 & E2UF H ~rIUTTorehT ITsgufay IR genaa=T & g Tar gay 7 gdie o T35

The Supreme Court either justified dismissals of PMs (Benazir Bhutto in 1990 and 1996) or
restored the government (Nawaz Sharif in 1993).

A HIE F AT AN PM & TEIEA hT HET SEUAT (S FIASAR 7eet T 1990 ¥ 1996 ) ar
R AR T8TeT T (FTaTeT A Y 1993 #) |

The judiciary confronted the political executive for the first time in 1996, when Nawaz Sharif
tried to remove the Chief Justice, leading to PML-N workers storming the Supreme Court.

SARIUTTIT o 1996 F Ygell AR TsTeilicieh HRIUTTOIhT ohi HTHAT TR, ST FdTol I o HET
SITATEN T §eTor hT PR H, [STd a1 PML-N FTEIFATHT & Fhar e o g w1 7|
Later in 2017, the Supreme Court disqualified Nawaz Sharif in the Panama Papers case.
S1E #H 2017 & GNA HIE o TATAT FIH HH ! H FaTol TRIB HT 3G ¥ T &2

Since the confrontation between Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry and President Pervez
Musharraf in 2007, triggering the Lawyers’ Movement, the judiciary has been assertive.

2007 7 FArHfE sTraEr Sherdt 3N 9AS ARG F TaHra & a1e, [ AT qaAC 1 ST H
fera, mamrarforenT Jifte FEgs Bl
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The assertion peaked under Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa.
Ig HTGIAT HET ~arareher Frelt et §87 & RM IRA R IE|

Six judges of the Islamabad High Court wrote an open letter complaining of coercion and
intimidation by intelligence agencies.

SEATATSIG, TS IE & BF wAIATHRT o Gihar Taifial garT gara 3R sTe-traramet i RAishrrd
R §U Teh Yol I fera|

Lr:jiiscir:risht have prompted the military and the political executive to assert control over the
38 =7 Aqea 3R T FRMET 1 Fararfos o) AT Tarfa e Hr Hifver Hr
RO Tl 81 Fehell &1

The 26th amendment started the process and the 27th has taken it forward.

Ig YfshaT 263 TR & 2[® g3 3R 274 o 39 3T e e

What next
3T 4T

The FCC has already started functioning.
FCC gl & €1 1 ahdell & X bl &

The opposition and a section of the legal community have warned of a confrontation in the
streets.

fauet 3R gl THET & U REA & Hgeh I TG T Ad1as1 &1 &
There is also civil society support for maintaining the independence of the higher judiciary.

3T FATIYTTIeRT Shl TITTAT 9T TW@ & [T TS ATRIEY 1 gHYT oY 1

But, the two major political parties, the PPP and the PML-N, stand together, and are
supported by the Establishment.

Aferet & 9@ TSteifcan gef PPP 3R PML-N Tahoe ¢ 3R veefeeremie &1 wrdle ured &

More importantly, the judiciary stands divided — while a few (three so far, including Supreme
Court judges Mansoor Ali Shah and Athar Minallah) have resigned, others have agreed to
serve on the new FCC.

3R 31f8r Ageaqol Tg ¢ o =araiferenr faenfaid @st § — $o (3@ a i, [ ot e
& SToT HYY el & 3R 3o Aereee aifAe §) o sEchor fen §, Safes 37 v FCC # qar
g & T IR &1

Given the political and societal issues facing Pakistan, and the questions of accountability,
especially in higher institutions, as the recent International Monetary Fund (IMF) report
highlighted, an independent judiciary is essential for Pakistan.

qIfRECT o HIFHA Histg Tstotticie IR HTHITSR FHeal P ST gU, 3R TaTaeer & Tt
At 3Ta deurEt &, ST 3 gTer &1 IMF Rate # Y@iferd foham 1T, v Fada saraarfaest
qifereciiet & foIv 3maeds gl

Unfortunately, the 27th amendment undermines that.

geftagaer, 2781 HAMET S8 FHAR HAT B
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Taiwan govt. to spend $40 billion to

develop T-Dome air defence system
GSIIR

Agence France Presse
TAIPEI

Advanced Surface-to-Air
Missile System fire units
from the U.S. The T-Dome

Taiwan’s government has will integrate these with ra-
proposed $40 billion in ex- dars, sensors and other
tra defence spending over technology to provide

several years, with the fo-
cus on developing a multi-
layered air defence system
dubbed “T-Dome”. The
system will be designed to
protect the democratic is-
land against a potential at-
tack by Chinese fighter
jets, missiles or drones.

China claims Taiwan is
part of its territory and has
threatened to use force to
annex it.

Taiwanese President Lai
Ching-te has promised to
speed up construction of
the T-Dome to create “a sa-
fety net” for Taiwan and
counter what he calls Chi-
na’s “intensifying” threat
to the island and region.

The T-Dome was an-

-

Mighty Hornet IV, high-speed attack drones made by the NCSIST

and U.S. technology company Kratos, in Taipei. AFP

nounced by Mr. Lai on Oc-
tober 10 and has drawn
comparisons with Israel’s
Iron Dome anti-missile sys-
tem. But there are key dif-
ferences.

While the Iron Dome is
designed mainly for short-
range weapons, the T
Dome will face a “much
wider array of threats”,
Taipei-based security ana-
lyst J. Michael Cole said.

“This is aimed at PLA
aircraft, ballistic and cruise
missiles, as well as, in-
creasingly, drones,” said
Mr. Cole, using the acro-
nym for China’s People’s
Liberation Army.

Taiwan already has air
defence systems, including
the U.S.-built Patriot and
domestically-made  Sky
Bow systems. And it is
waiting to receive National

what Mr. Lai describes as
“high-level detection and
effective interception”.

The T-Dome will have
two major components,
said Su Tzu-yun, a military
expert at Taipei’s Institute
for National Defense and
Security Research.

It will have a command
and control system that
“collects radar data, identi-
fies threats, decides which
interceptor should fire,
and coordinates all units so
they react within seconds,”
Mr. Su said. The other part
will be the “interceptor
layer” — the weapons used
to “shoot down incoming
threats” at  different
altitudes.

Taiwan govt. to spend $40 billion to develop T-Dome air defence system
ATEAT TR gRT -2 TR fethe fireen foenfom o & forw $40 faferem @t s 6y T

Taiwan’s government has proposed $40 billion in extra defence spending over several years,
with the focus on developing a multi-layered air defence system dubbed “T-Dome”.
AT TR T AW et i 7 $40 Farfera o srfafias & @<t @t wwara faan &, feewr gea seva “T-Dome” T

multi-layered air defence system farfaa e 21

e The system will be designed to protect the democratic island against a potential
attack by Chinese fighter jets, missiles or drones.
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7z vt democratic island ' Chinese fighter jets, missiles a1 drones & @i gaat &
EEIEER SRR il

China claims Taiwan is part of its territory and has threatened to use force to annex
it.

< ST AT § Toh ATsaT Iueh & o Tt § ST 36 3 SIS o foTe et ST i ameht 4 2
Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te has promised to speed up construction of the T-

Dome to create “a safety net” for Taiwan and counter China’s “intensifying threat”
to the island and region.

argar & wrsgafa Lai Ching-te 3 T-Dome 3 fmfor s ot 3 o1 @t foram 2 arfer g & fog vk
“safety net” s 51 & 3R =W % “intensifying threat” =1 qeeer foFr s @l

The T-Dome was announced by Mr. Lai on October 10 and has drawn comparisons
with Israel’s Iron Dome anti-missile system.

T-Dome i =wom 10 sverear st Mr. Lai grr i 7% off 31t s@ehi g Israel’s Iron Dome foeen
EEIEIRGE]

But there are key differences.

wifeRT SO WeeaquT S B

While the Iron Dome is designed mainly for short-range weapons, the T-Dome will
face a “much wider array of threats”, Taipei-based security analyst J. Michael Cole
said.

Iron Dome 77 &7 @ short-range weapons % e sr m 8, st T-Dome “much

wider array of threats” s s %om, tar Taipei % gan fasgwes J. Michael Cole = %=1

“This is aimed at PLA aircraft, ballistic and cruise missiles, as well as,
increasingly, drones,” said Mr. Cole, using the acronym for China’s People’s
Liberation Army (PLA).

Mr. Cole 7 =1, “ag PLA aircraft, ballistic it cruise missiles, T siedt @& & drones

=1 @ wam,” gef PLA @1 31 <= it People’s Liberation Army 2|

Taiwan already has air defence systems, including the U.S.-built Patriot and
domestically-made Sky Bow systems.
arga % 7@ Tea @ & U.S.-built Patriot s st Sky Bow 3% air defence systems #[z &

And it is waiting to receive National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System
(NASAMYS) fire units from the U.S.
3R 7rg s & National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System (NASAMS) & fire

units T8 s T Idier @ Rl

The T-Dome will integrate these with radars, sensors and other technology to
provide what Mr. Lai describes as “high-level detection and effective interception”.
T-Dome 37 @:ft % radars, sensors X =1 qehteh o T g I &mar o & Mr. Lai 3

“high-level detection and effective interception” =T 2|

The T-Dome will have two major components, said Su Tzu-yun, a military expert
at Taipei’s Institute for National Defense and Security Research.

Taipei % Institute for National Defense and Security Research % &= fawmg Su Tzu-yun
%1 f T-Dome % 2t 7&a weeh il

It will have a command and control system that “collects radar data, identifies
threats, decides which interceptor should fire, and coordinates all units so they react

within seconds,” Mr. Su said.
za9 wh command and control system = St “radar data collect o, Gat #i gg=™ &,
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T T % %4 @1 interceptor wrER UM, 3wt Ifed @t coordinate UM Al o F© & Wehs H
wfdfsran €, Mr. Su 3 =l

e The other part will be the “interceptor layer”

incoming threats” at different altitudes.

a0 fewar 20 “interceptor layer”

“shoot down” =i

— the weapons used to “shoot down

— It I SRR ST STTT-3TeT =gt UT 3T T @l s

AIDS and TB fight — Tamil Nadu shows the way again

n World AIDS Day today (December 1), let
0 us rewind to the mid-1980s, when

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
(AIDS) caused by the Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV) was devastating a whole generation of
young adults in southern and eastern African
nations. Many countries in this region had
prevalence rates that were in double digits. With
no treatment at that time, almost everyone
infected with HIV developed AIDS in a few years
and “opportunistic infections” such as
tuberculosis (TB) or diarrhoea, which resulted in
high levels of mortality.

By the early 1990s, India was in a similar
situation, with HIV prevalent in almost all parts of
the country — though below 1% of the adult
population, mainly transmitted through
unprotected heterosexual sex, except in a few
north-eastern States where it was transmitted
through the sharing of needles by youngsters
addicted to narcotic drugs.

The TNSACS model
The Government of India responded quickly and
launched the National AIDS Control Project in
1992 with a soft loan of $84 million from the
‘World Bank. Every State government set up an
AIDS Cell in the respective medical directorates.
But fund flow through the Central and then the
State government machinery was very slow. A
solution was found in 1994 by Tamil Nadu. The
State AIDS Cell was converted into a Registered
Society named the Tamil Nadu State AIDS Control
Society or TNSACS (www.tnsacs.in) under the
Societies Registration Act. This facilitated a direct
fund flow to TNSACS with a fair degree of
autonomy in implementation.

With no cure or even treatment for HIV at that
time, quickly raising awareness among the adult

—
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The Tamil Nadu
model will help
in TB control,
just as it helped
cut HIV
infections

in the 1990s

population through targeted campaigns was the
best strategy. This led to a steep drop in new
infections and a plateauing of cumulative
infections in Tamil Nadu, once considered a “hot
spot” for HIV infections.

On witnessing the success of this model, the
Government of India and the World Bank
mandated the Tamil Nadu model for all the States
in the Second National AIDS Control Project
(1997-2002). Soon, every State converted its AIDS
cell into an AIDS Control Society and launched
vigorous awareness campaigns. As a result,
India’s adult HIV prevalence rate came down
from a peak of 0.54% in the year 2000 to a low of
0.22% now.

The 2025 Global TB Report of the World Health
Organization (WHO) paints a grim picture for
India — 25% of the total number of people
infected with TB globally (36 million) are in India.
Compare this with the numbers for the AIDS
epidemic — 7.5% of the global total number of
people living with HIV (40 million) are in India.
TB is the most common opportunistic infection in
HIV-infected people, accounting for 25% of AIDS
deaths in India. Further, India also has 25% of the
global total number of people infected with
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB).

Response to the AIDS and TB epidemic
While the global target date for elimination of TB
is 2030, India had set an ambitious target of
achieving this by 2025, five years ahead of the
global target date. Though this target has not
been achieved in India as the year 2025 is coming
to a close, the pace of decline in new TB cases is
faster in India when compared to the global level.
The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of India has accorded very high
priority for the testing and reporting of TB

AIDS and TB fight — Tamil Nadu shows the way again
vsH 31X &t w31 — affes A @ T R €

e On World AIDS Day today (December 1), let us rewind to the mid-1980s, when Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) caused by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
was devastating a whole generation of young adults in southern and eastern African nations.

freg vgw Raw 3mar (1 R@=) #1, 3M3T 1980 & ALY A @i, AT AT sFgASTBRATH as

(HIV) SaRT 3cte= TRarfge seg=sThiIedr [gie (AIDS) afarolt 3R qdf 3rshrehr &eit # gar

FIERT ! T GIET T 75 T 8T AT
e Many countries in this region had prevalence rates that were in double digits.

$H 819 & &S ST H JAR &I &F 37t # 27

infections in achieving the eradication of TB from
India. This is critical, especially in view of the
HIV-TB co-infection and high MDR-TB cases in
India. The Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan (PMTBMBA) supports the treatment of
TB patients and the support of the community
and corporate social responsibility programmes.

Replication in other States

As in the case of almost all social and economic
indicators, there is wide variation among the
States of India in TB infections also. Just five
States — Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan account for 56% of
the total TB infections reported in India during
2024. Tamil Nadu has become the first State in
the country to integrate a model, which predicts
the possibility of TB deaths among patients, with
the existing State-wide application which screens
them at diagnosis.

The model, developed by the Indian Council of
Medical Research-National Institute of
Epidemiology (ICMR-NIE) will aid the State in
bringing down the TB mortality rate. While
screening with rapid test kits remains the first
step, followed by reporting, starting treatment,
nutrition support (in that order), Tamil Nadu has
used ICMR-NIE software to reduce the TB burden
in the State. The State National Health Mission
team and the Central government’s State TB
Office work closely as partners with the same
goal. Such rapid adoption of technologies and an
efficient government delivery system of Tamil
Nadu are the best model for eradication of TB in
India in the next few years, just as the AIDS
epidemic was controlled in India in the late 1990s
and early 2000s, by adopting the TNSACS model.

The views expressed are personal
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With no treatment at that time, almost everyone infected with HIV developed AIDS in a few
years and “opportunistic infections” such as tuberculosis (TB) or diarrhoea, which
resulted in high levels of mortality.

38 A HI$ 3TAR LT @t & HROT, HIV A Hsh{FcT o1a1s7e1 T8 &1 o st 7 AIDS fasfard
Y A ¥ 3N “HIAIATET FHACT S &TF 9T (TB) AT Sl & HROT 3T FeR T Hog &I ol
STt 2|

By the early 1990s, India was in a similar situation, with HIV prevalent in almost all parts of
the country — though below 1% of the adult population, mainly transmitted through
unprotected heterosexual sex, except in a few north-eastern States where it was transmitted
through the sharing of needles by youngsters addicted to narcotic drugs.

1990 F G2IF T YT e, AR o S8 X 1 FFUTY & T, ST aer & wrrerar welr et
HIV Rlefg aT — gTelifeh a3 JTSTET T 1% A A, IR HTT T § RIaTd fAvHel a1 e

Heelt & thora o1, e o STR-Gdl Tl & STl Aefiell aar3il & e JaT FS T Tl ATST el
¥ g e |

The TNSACS model
TNSACS ATz

The Government of India responded quickly and launched the National AIDS Control
Project in 1992 with a soft loan of $84 million from the World Bank.

R TP o doit & ufaferar &1 31X 1992 7 g dF & $84 A= & Arve ol & a1
T T3w =T aRASET oF $

Every State government set up an AIDS Cell in the respective medical directorates.
T TGN o 39A-37961 ATShel fAG2Terdl # Teh AIDS A TU1TUA fahm|

But fund flow through the Central and then the State government machinery was very slow.
Qfhe HETT AR TR T TIAR AT AN b ATETH & &F T YaTg siged AT 2|

A solution was found in 1994 by Tamil Nadu.

1994 H ARATATZ SaRT Teh FATUTH ITT 17|

The State AIDS Cell was converted into a Registered Society named the Tamil Nadu State
AIDS Control Society (TNSACS) under the Societies Registration Act.

TS AIDS Al &I Ararset geftator fafaas & agd affieeg R vgw Fea asd
(TNSACS) #TH® Teh Ysilehel HIATSET H Feel fem ar|

This facilitated a direct fund flow to TNSACS with a fair degree of autonomy in
implementation.

38 TNSACS a1 €YY 17 e shr giaer &, o shrdieadst # qaied Faredr f#el|

With no cure or even treatment for HIV at that time, quickly raising awareness among the
adult population through targeted campaigns was the best strategy.

39 AT HIV T IS SATST AT 3TTR o gleY o HIROT, TIEH SIS H ATard ITAITAT F ATEIH F
TN T SRR dT ToTAT G 37TesT I0TTa &Y

This led to a steep drop in new infections and a plateauing of cumulative infections in Tamil
Nadu, once considered a “hot spot” for HIV infections.

SO AT HhAUT H el FRTae 3118 AR AT & ot HsheAvll F FEur 3118, 518 st HIV
AT I “gle FATS” ATAT ST 2T
On witnessing the success of this model, the Government of India and the World Bank

mandated the Tamil Nadu model for all the States in the Second National AIDS Control
Project (1997-2002).

S AlSd $HT AHadT c@, AR WHR iR faeg d o g i vgw Ag=or aRaisen
(1997-2002) # &t Tt & foIw AffrereTg Aiser o1 Jforard 2 i
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Soon, every State converted its AIDS cell into an AIDS Control Society and launched
vigorous awareness campaigns.

STeg; &, X TS o 39T AIDS Tl T AIDS Ferdl RIATSE 7 seol a1 31K SRGR SIRTREhaT
AT & foh|

As a result, India’s adult HIV prevalence rate came down from a peak of 0.54% in the year
2000 to a low of 0.22% now.

IRUTHETE, IR T 3TEF HIV THR &T 2000 F 0.54% FT T T TeahT 319 0.22% 81 713 B

TB and AIDS burden in India
HRA # &t 3t vzw FTAH

The 2025 Global TB Report of the World Health Organization (WHO) paints a grim picture
for India — 25% of the total number of people infected with TB globally (36 million) are in
India.

fareg Tareey "arsd (WHO) ST 2025 Faliael TB RUIE 31RT & fow veh 3efR IR der fedr g
— AR T W TB A HhA el 1T (36 TATATeT) 7 @ 25% 9= # &

Compare this with the numbers for the AIDS epidemic — 7.5% of the global total number of
people living with HIV (40 million) are in India.

TSH HETHARY & 37TehsT & Joieall Y — a2 s A HIV & A1y 81 aret 40 fAfeaar st a4 &
7.5% TR # &1

TB is the most common opportunistic infection in HIV-infected people, accounting for
25% of AIDS deaths in India.

HIV EhfAd dell 7 TB G 3TH JTERANE! GHA &, 3R HRd 7 AIDS it & 25% & HROT
gl

Further, India also has 25% of the global total number of people infected with multidrug-
resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB).

S 37T, R & ag-ga1 Tia it 477 a1 (MDR-TB) & Heh{Ad et Y 3Rash el T 1
#Y 25% enfAe g1

Response to the AIDS and TB epidemic
AIDS 3R TB AR & ufa afafsar

While the global target date for elimination of TB is 2030, India had set an ambitious target of
achieving this by 2025, five years ahead of the global target date.

STeT g ol At 2030 &, 98T R o 3 2025 dF T Fled T HgcdThIgH oI T@T 2T,
St afRae o6 | 9T av ugel AT

Though this target has not been achieved in India as the year 2025 is coming to a close, the
pace of decline in new TB cases is faster in India when compared to the global level.

mﬂﬁma&wmﬁzozswaﬁﬁa:muaﬁﬂaﬁgmﬁ»-{afratrTB AT & R
1 a7y AfRae T T JotelT 7 TR 7 HF AT B

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India has accorded very high
priority for the testing and reporting of TB infections in achieving the eradication of TB from
India.

HRT TR & T 3R IRER FEAT07T HATeT 77 TB HhaAvT 7 Sirer AR Rféar &1 3rcafes
STATASHAT &1 § cTfeh TB 3eelel & of&d Y Yol T T Feh|

This is critical, especially in view of the HIV-TB co-infection and high MDR-TB cases in
India.

IE faY ¥ & AGaqLT § Fifh (R # HIV-TB Wg-8FHAT 3iX MDR-TB ATHaT &I Fear
3 B
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The Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (PMTBMBA) supports the treatment of TB
patients and the support of the community and corporate social responsibility programmes.

TUTHAT TB FFd 3R AHATT (PMTBMBA) TB AT & 399 31N g dar CSR
FRIGAT & GHIT & grIar adr gl

Replication in other States

mrmﬁﬁgmlqﬁr

As in the case of almost all social and economic indicators, there is wide variation among the
States of India in TB infections also.

FTITTeT Y AT e 31X 3T Hohdep! S aig, 9IRT & <Al # TB HhaAuT H oY caraes

T 81

Just five States — Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan
— account for 56% of the total TB infections reported in India during 2024.

g U Tod — IR IS, AFRISE, {ET T2, ER 3R Tererer — a¥ 2024 # Ruc e arw
Tl TB WhAUT & 56% & ToIT 3eRerRT &

Tamil Nadu has become the first State in the country to integrate a model, which predicts the
possibility of TB deaths among patients, with the existing State-wide application which
screens them at diagnosis.

ATAATZ 20 T Igll AT &7 AT & [STHT Teh Aol bl Tehiehel T &, S TB #ASi # Al &y
HHTGAT T srfasararoft star 8, His[er Tod-cardt Tfteraheret & 1 St fAeret & 9o 3¢ Ehlet
AT

The model, developed by the Indian Council of Medical Research-National Institute of
Epidemiology (ICMR-NIE) will aid the State in bringing down the TB mortality rate.

ICMR-NIE ZaRT fashf8d T& Aisel AT I TB FHcF & i sl Ihiel H Heg Hal|

While screening with rapid test kits remains the first step, followed by reporting, starting
treatment, nutrition support (in that order), Tamil Nadu has used ICMR-NIE software to
reduce the TB burden in the State.

STgt cafiet udiefor fRel @ Ehifeiar ugell Hed 8, 38 arg RAfEar, 3Tar & e 3K drvor
AN (3 5 #), T ATACAATS o AT F TB a1t &l i e & AT ICMR-NIE HIFedaTT H1
39T foRaT |

The State National Health Mission team and the Central government’s State TB Office work
closely as partners with the same goal.

TS TSET TARLY TAAT & 3R g TXHR &7 ToT TB FIATeT Uah &1 o186 oh A1 fiehe
AT & FH1H I B

Such rapid adoption of technologies and an efficient government delivery system of Tamil
Nadu are the best model for eradication of TB in India in the next few years, just as the AIDS
epidemic was controlled in India in the late 1990s and early 2000s, by adopting the TNSACS
model.

S G hT e faTehT shr ey rdetret shr &7 3R AfATATg & Herel TXHRT fZeliady yomelr
HRA H 30T T auit H TB Sooelel & ToIv 4SS Alse 8, St 3T g 518 TNSACS Hiser
3T 1990 o &2reh oh STRTE 3R 2000 & E2Aeh T YBIHTA H R & AIDS HGHART 1 g fae
ERIEIR
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5 mistakes bond investors should avoid

Santosh Agarwal

Many investors solely focus
on yields while comparing
bonds for investment.
They ignore factors like
credit ratings that may hit
impact investment out-
comes. Here are the key
mistakes bond investors
should avoid:

Ignore credit ratings

Bonds with higher cre-
dit risk usually offer higher
yields to investor to com-
pensate for taking higher
risk. This refers to the
probability of a bond is-
suer failing to make timely
interest payments or repay
the principal. Investors
can assess this risk by re-
ferring to the credit ratings
assigned by credit rating
agencies like CRISIL and

Many investors focus onyields
while comparing bonds.

ICRA. Bonds rated from
‘AAA’ to ‘BBB’ are usually
considered as ‘investment
grade bonds’ and usually
offer lower yields than low-
er rated bonds. Thus, in-
vestors should carefully
consider the bond ratings
and own risk appetite

while selecting bonds. On-
ly those having high risk
appetite and/or having
high conviction about po-
tential rating upgrades
should invest in sub/non-
investment grade bonds.
Failing to diversify
Diversifying  portfolio
within an asset class is cru-
cial. Exposure to a single
bond/issuer or to a sector
increases  concentration
risk for the investors. If the
issuer or the industry seg-
ment it belongs to expe-
riences financial instability
or a very tough cyclical
phase, the investor may in-
cur a major loss. Thus, in-
vestors should diversify
bond portfolio across diffe-
rent types of issuers, sec-
tors, maturity profile, etc
to reduce risk. With corpo-

rate bonds being available
for investments as low as
1,000, diversifying bond
portfolios is hugely easier.
Callability clause
Some bonds are issued
with a callability clause, al-
lowing issuers to repur-
chase them before maturi-
ty dates. This allows
issuers to benefit from eas-
ing rate cycles by replacing
existing bonds with higher
yields with fresh bonds is-
sued at lower yields. Ho-
wever, for investors, this
clause raises reinvestment
risk as the proceeds re-
ceived from a bond’s call
back may have to be rein-
vested at lower yields dur-
ing a falling interest rate re-
gime. Thus, investors
should carefully check for
callability clause, if any, be-

fore investing in any bond.

Nature of bonds

Bonds can be of several
types depending on collat-
eral backing and priority in
the capital structure of the
issuer. The first thing to
consider is if a bond is se-
cured or unsecured. Se-
cured bonds give higher
capital protection due to
collateral backing. Among
secured bonds, senior se-
cured bonds get higher
priority in repayment in
case of default.

Investors should consid-
er the collateral backing
and repayment priority to
check these bond features
align with their risk
appetite.

Interest rate risk

Market prices of bonds

may fluctuate before ma-
turity dates. One of the ma-
jor reasons for price fluc-
tuations is the inverse
relationship between mar-
ket/policy interest rates
and bond prices. When
policy rates/ market inter-
est rates rise, the demand
for existing bonds fall as
fresh bonds, with other
factors being equal, are ex-
pected to be issued at high-
er yields. The reduced de-
mand for existing bonds
leads to a fall in their mar-
ket price. Note interest rate
risk will primarily impact
investors who may wish to
sell bonds before maturity.
Those seeking to avoid this
risk should stay invested in
till maturity dates.

(The writer is CEO, Pai-
sabazaar)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in )

L

@
hl


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

5 mistakes bond investors should avoid
5 Tefaat =2 dve fawTent @t avoid =T =fee

Many investors solely focus ogﬂgields while comparing bonds for investment.
% fraeren et % g itve it e s ara shae diegd W e Hisd Fd 8

They ignore factors like credit ratings that may hit impact investment outcomes.
T shige T Y HHHT FI TSRS HA & ST o JRUmaT it J1fad o ged 2l

Here are the key mistakes bond investors should avoid:
72l o 7 Tafadl § e st et @i avoid e =R

Ignore credit ratings
shige e\ wt ignore &1

Bonds with higher credit risk usually offer higher yields to investor to compensate for
taking higher risk.
I=9 shise FEh aTel dlive HATHAR W el i ek Sfaw o i T 3 3fae fics JeM i 2

This refers to the probability of a bond issuer failing to make timely interest payments
or repay the principal.
IE 38 WIS 1 FRMT & foh sl STRishal 9ra W ST WTAM A1 e I § fohet &1 @k 2

Investors can assess this risk by referring to the credit ratings assigned by agencies
like CRISIL and ICRA.

fraerer z@ siifigm &1 e CRISIL 3 ICRA St wsifiat g &) 18 shfee Wema & 1mam o 6 dehd
&

Bonds rated from ‘AAA’ to ‘BBB’ are usually considered as investment grade
bonds and usually offer lower yields than lower rated bonds.

‘AAA’ & ‘BBB’ % T dire ATHAR T $ateHE IS A€ A S § I HH LT a1t S-S i qorT J
=1 ofiee 4 2

Thus, investors should carefully consider the bond ratings and own risk appetite
while selecting bonds.

3ATTY, TR 1 dive THd G AT Aive YT SR AT Tk TUerse 1 e § T =1y

Only those having high risk appetite and/or having high conviction about potential
rating upgrades should invest in sub/non-investment grade bonds.

Faet o frawren feht feer TueTge stftes &1 ar gunfaa W mie it de S== faam 2, 5% ae/Am-
FateHe AT Fivgd | o1 T =niey]

Failing to diversify
STEAfEETE & ¥ farwer 2T

Diversifying portfolio within an asset class is crucial.

T THE FATH o ST AICHITTAT i STEATAETS AT Heca gl &l

Exposure to a single bond/issuer or to a sector increases concentration risk for the
investors.

T T Siie /3R A1 T 7 fawy shegv frees w@ran 2

If the issuer or the industry segment it belongs to experiences financial instability or a
very tough cyclical phase, the investor may incur a major loss.

afe geper a 3w 3em @ financial instability =1 S5 =shia <o & erar &, Fewk i 9 g
B T 2
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Thus, investors should diversify bond portfolio across different types of issuers,
sectors, maturity profile, etc to reduce risk.

FATY, FRRTeRT 1 SREH 7 F 2 1+ TIehITerl i T~ 3T, aeH I HeATNet SwTser H
TEITHETS HEAT =TT

With corporate bonds being available for investments as low as ¥1,000, diversifying

bond portfolios is hugely easier.
1,000 T ¥ HUNE Si-< IS B Y S-S TNEHITTAT I STZATHETE AT g HATHH T 2

Callability clause

FeATST

Some bonds are issued with a callability clause, allowing issuers to repurchase them
before maturity dates.

T AE RIAUATAE FATT T TR B 8, ST T b A=A & Tt 3¢ Ao @ie i STuf e 2
This allows issuers to benefit from easing rate cycles by replacing existing bonds with
higher yields with fresh bonds issued at lower yields.

T SI[STH I HH ST L <A5hi T ATH 33 H Terdm fHewd &, Fifh o 3o Aes aet [ sgd i F7
Hieg ATel A s T Tt Thd 1

However, for investors, this clause raises reinvestment risk.

BTeAifR farsTeht o fTq e Feifer fgwareedie feh sgm 2

As the proceeds received from a bond’s call back may have to be reinvested at lower
yields during a falling interest rate regime.
Fifeh dT-e it o ¢ firett TiT i FRet =1t &0 & SR 0 dfiee T HeRT HET 78 @9kl 2l

Thus, investors should carefully check for callability clause, if any, before investing
in any bond.

FafcT, foret off sifre # "1 F § T8t SRIATUiIieTet FAtet ohl STl T =1y

Nature of bonds
atzw <t i

Bonds can be of several types depending on collateral backing and priority in the
capital structure of the issuer.

SIS S TR o Bl o ¢, ST ShITETet SITehTT I SBR 1 Hited HlarT H TTEet T it ed &)
The first thing to consider is if a bond is secured or unsecured.

T Yecl T ST STEve © o s secured ® a1 unsecured|

Secured bonds give higher capital protection due to collateral backing.
WreteXe dfeeT & w11 secured bonds 3fe dSft R yem #d

Among secured bonds, senior secured bonds get higher priority in repayment in case
of default.
secured bonds #, €ifer deE atrgm #1 fewiee i Rufd § gmfram § == wrufiskar firerdt 21

Investors should consider the collateral backing and repayment priority to check these

bond features align with their risk appetite.
TeRTeRT %1 AT ek TUeTge & STTER S-S i et s 3R repayment priority T & <=1 =fey)

Interest rate risk

g e fem

Market prices of bonds may fluctuate before maturity dates.
F=fedt fafert & vedt dies 1 STeIR HiAd werargue 81 ahd! ol
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e One of the major reasons for price fluctuations is the inverse relationship between
market/policy interest rates and bond prices.
T IAR-AGTE 1 Toh W@ FHRT S/ st &4 3R sitwe it # s Inverse Relationship 21
e When policy rates/market interest rates rise, the demand for existing bonds fall as
fresh bonds are expected to be issued at higher yields.
el $EXEE YW FEd 8, Al HISET S1-gH sh AT Bl & Fifeh ¢ gy Seod fies TSI 8 i IF1E 2l 2
e The reduced demand for existing bonds leads to a fall in their market price.
TISIET Sliegd i AT H T IAh! I R T HRT St 2
o Note interest rate risk will primarily impact investors who may wish to sell bonds

before maturity.
e 2 fof g e Tk e w9 § 3 frawment &t siferq e & S A=t & ved sitve ST =Ted
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o Those seeking to avoid this risk should stay invested in till maturity dates.
39 Sfew & sreq Al 39T W aTal sl At aeh fHaf¥rd @A =mfeu)

India needs research pipelines

ndia will not meet its

growth ambitions on public

grants alone. The countries

that turned science into
industry did one thing well: they
matched firm outlays to campus
strengths and kept that link steady
for years. The policy question is
clear. How do we move private
research outlays from episodic
Corporate Social Responsibility to
a predictable pipeline that buys
lab time, funds doctoral cohorts,
and books pilot lines?

Global benchmarks
Leading tech firms run innovation
budgets at industrial scale. In
2024, Meta’s research outlay
reached about $44 billion, near a
third of revenue. Alphabet,
Amazon, Apple, IBM, and
Microsoft also reported
multibillion-dollar programmes. In
the U.S., enterprises booked
roughly $692 billion of domestic
research against about $14 trillion
in net sales in 2022, a ratio near
5%. Policy instruments translate
that investment into campus
partnerships. The National
Science Foundation’s
Industry-University Cooperative
Research Centers pool company
fees for pre-competitive university
work. The Semiconductor
Research Corporation funds
multi-university consortia that
train talent while tackling
industry-relevant problems.
China’s Huawei reported an
R&D expenditure at 179.7 billion
yuan in 2024, equal to 20.8% of
revenue. More than half of
Huawei’s workforce is in R&D
roles. Build Your Dreams , a
Chinese multinational auto
company, invested 54.2 billion
yuan in 2024 on R&D against
roughly 777 billion yuan of
revenue, an intensity of nearly 7%.
These examples demonstrate
one trait. Corporate research
works with campuses through
joint centres, shared lines,
long-horizon consortia and open
talent pipelines. India should scale
this on Indian terms. The goal is
self-reliance with open doors to
global science while anchoring

Mamidala
Jagadesh Kumar,

Former Chairman,
UGC and former
Vice-Chancellor, JNU

The countries
that turned
science into
industry did one
thing well: they
matched firm
outlays to
campus
strengths and
kept that link
steady for years.

India needs research pipelines

discovery to India’s needs. Private
research outlays need size,
predictability, and structured
linkages with higher education
institutions (HEISs).

Today, India’s GERD sits near
0.65% of GDP, with enterprises
funding about two-fifths.
Advanced economies show a
higher firm share. Yet India has
bright spots. Tata Motors reported
revenue of about 4.38 lakh crore
in FY24 and R&D outlay of 329,398
crore, an intensity of 6.7%. Sun
Pharma invested 6.7% of global
revenues in R&D in FY24. Dr.
Reddy’s spent ¥22.9 billion, about
8.2% of sales. Bharat Electronics
dedicated 6.24% of turnover to
R&D in FY24, an important signal
in a strategic sector. Reliance
Industries recorded over 4,100
crore of R&D expenditure in
FY2024-25.

In terms of partnerships, India
already runs strong platforms. IIT
Madras Research Park hosts more
than 200 companies near faculty
labs and student teams, creating a
daily flow of ideas and talent. The
Ministry of Defence promotes
startup and research lab teaming
through iDEX. The India
Semiconductor Mission pairs
industry investments with skill
pipelines and academic
partnerships, as seen in the
Micron ATMP project at Sanand.

Policy actions

These strands form a workable
base. The task now is to scale
them and set clear expectations
for private R&D expenditure and
university linkages across sectors.
First, we must set three-year
R&D-to-sales ratios for autos,
pharma, electronics, defence,
space and energy that climb year
by year, balanced with export
goals and cash-flow realities. We
must use shared IP frameworks
that reward publication and
commercialisation together.
Second, reward co-funded
projects and shared facilities and
offer matching grants where
industry rupees flow through HEIs
for multi-year projects with open
data deliverables and

industry-relevant key performance
indicators. Create a dedicated line
item for university-managed pilot
lines and testbeds that industry
can book by the hour. Seed
multi-university centres around a
portfolio of problems rather than
isolated projects. Third,
modernise tax instruments for
research. Weighted deductions
can focus on measurable outputs
such as patents, standards
contributions, clinical milestones
or field trials. Link incentives to
proof of collaboration with
accredited HEIs and to hiring
graduate researchers into industry
roles. Fourth, teach collaboration.
Support campus programmes that
train faculty and PhD scholars to
work with industry, negotiate IP,
and run translational projects.
Bring more PhDs into product
groups, create dual-track roles
with adjunct appointments, and
sponsor doctoral cohorts aligned
to corporate roadmaps. Fifth, ask
listed companies to report R&D
investment and the share of spend
that flows to Indian HEISs.
Disclosure nudges boards to treat
research as strategic, not
incidental. Publicise results in
Indian languages and in
practitioner-friendly formats. That
builds prestige around research
careers and attracts talent.

India’s university campuses sit
next to some of the world’s most
dynamic markets, and they carry
knowledge traditions that examine
technology as part of a broader
human inquiry. When corporate
research engages that heritage,
solutions gain depth and context
and match what high-performing
corporate R&D needs.

India has the labs, talent, and
markets. The task before the
industry is clear: set transparent
targets, match grants that buy real
lab time, and collaborate better.
The task before academic
institutions is straightforward:
shape research for measurable
value, welcome industry
questions, and show evidence of
success. Do that, and research
becomes a national supply chain,
not wishful thinking.
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HI Y ITHHTT GISTATSAT Y HTARTFAT &

India’s growth ambitions and private research
#Ra $Y Far Agcaria? AR fash s

India will not meet its growth ambitions on public grants alone.
HRA shdel AT eleh Tlelail & TR TR AT [Iehre Hgcarehiaid I oTgl T HehaT |

The countries that turned science into industry did one thing well: they matched firm outlays
to campus strengths and kept that link steady for years.

ST 2T TAAT T 3T H GGl UTT, 3egiel Uh 1A Tel [ohdT: Sogicl STl @ I HETH
&TAATHT O AT 3N 58 T TGNl e Holed 1|

The policy question is clear.

AT 9oeT FIC B

How do we move private research outlays from episodic Corporate Social Responsibility to
a predictable pipeline that buys lab time, funds doctoral cohorts, and books pilot lines?

TSl 3regeeTs @ &1 3fAAfAT CSR & Ueh 8T 77 H 8 I ST, S ofd 77 @lie,
STeFEXT TIHGH I h3 I I TRIelE oligel HRTETT 2

Global benchmarks

AT A=

Leading tech firms run innovation budgets at industrial scale.

YHE ¢ U] AaTdR Soie @1 @A Yare 93 =ereh g

In 2024, Meta’s research outlay reached about $44 billion, near a third of revenue.

2024 3, Meta ST (TN T ST $44 FATAT Toh TG 1T, SiY ISTET T ol9Te1aT Ueh-TIgTs

gl
Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, IBM, and Microsoft also reported multibillion-dollar programmes.
Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, IBM 3R Microsoft & aﬁag—mﬁma?m $r Rare &

In the U.S., enterprises booked roughly $692 billion of domestic research against about $14
trillion in net sales in 2022, a ratio near 5%.

AR A, 3eTAT 71 2022 H w11 $14 feforger Hr Fet fshr & Fhrarel eromsrar $692 faferasr

BN T Got fohaT, S SeTeTaT 5% a7 31eI0Td &
Policy instruments translate that investment into campus partnerships.

shifaerd are 39 faer #r favafacarer It 7 sgeld &

The National Science Foundation’s Industry-University Cooperative Research Centers
pool company fees for pre-competitive university work.

NSF & Industry-University Cooperative Research Centers &ufaai 1 G1e a1 qd-gfaeef
farafaczrea wrf & fow vefya s €l

The Semiconductor Research Corporation funds multi-university consortia that train talent
while tackling industry-relevant problems.

Semiconductor Research Corporation &g faeafdcarerdl & HHgH Sl %8 Fcl § il 36191

T FATATI T &l I §T I IR A &l
China’s Huawei reported an R&D expenditure at 179.7 billion yuan in 2024, equal to 20.8%
of revenue.

1T T Huawei & 2024 # 179.7 fafarer gamer &1 R&D @ RUIE feham, St Tsiea 71 20.8% &
More than half of Huawei’'s workforce is in R&D roles.

Huawei & 31mer & 31f8e sraA=rdT R&D ifaaait # &1

Build Your Dreams (BYD), a Chinese multinational auto company, invested 54.2 billion
yuan in 2024 on R&D against roughly 777 billion yuan of revenue, an intensity of nearly 7%.
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el 3ifeT Shu=t BYD =¥ 2024 3 R&D WX 54.2 faferyer Jamet 1 fder o, Stafer wrsrea oramster
777 RT3 AT, ST TSI 7% Y Ay B

These examples demonstrate one trait.
I 3ETET0T U f3var ’iara ¥

Corporate research works with campuses through joint centres, shared lines, long-horizon
consortia and open talent pipelines.

FrAe JTHeeT T Sl aTem arsat, drwfos wat 3K golr ufawr dsvengst & arews &
fareafacarerat & a1y & S B

India should scale this on Indian terms.

R A 38 TR TR o Rrea 2am v

The goal is self-reliance with open doors to global science while anchoring discovery to
India’s needs.

& HICATAATAT &, AT fa=iret o AT Gl gaR T8 U, 3R TIST T IR T ITIRABAT3i
| ST &l

Private research outlays need size, predictability, and structured linkages with higher
education institutions (HEls).

TSl SegaeT T I JTHR, YaTTATAT 3R AT Haerl 1 3raegenar 8, [aAve 3= R
wEYTAT (HEls) & @1y

India’s R&D position
R T R&D feufa

Today, India’s GERD sits near 0.65% of GDP, with enterprises funding about two-fifths.
HTST R ST GERD GDP T &I9T39T 0.65% &, [oT# 36T oI9787eT &1-uTadl 6T Hs d ¢ |
Advanced economies show a higher firm share.

Soold ATEATHT F Ul T AT 317 grar &

Yet India has bright spots.

Y 8 AR 3 T© TFRIHS Fohel &

Tata Motors reported revenue of about ¥4.38 lakh crore in FY24 and R&D outlay of 29,398
crore, an intensity of 6.7%.

Tata Motors =7 FY24 & o3T313T ¥4.38 AT@ 13 I Io1ed 3K €29,398 #13 FI R&D T RO
fera, Toraeh! i 6.7% &t

Sun Pharma invested 6.7% of global revenues in R&D in FY24.

Sun Pharma a FY24 # dfRae TST€d &1 6.7% R&D # faaer faa|

Dr. Reddy’s spent ¥22.9 billion, about 8.2% of sales.

Dr. Reddy’s = £22.9 fRferasr @<I fhw, St forshr o1 o19713791 8.2% &1

Bharat Electronics dedicated 6.24% of turnover to R&D in FY24, an important signal in a
strategic sector.

Bharat Electronics = FY24 # R&D 9T ®RIGR FT 6.24% THTIT fhaT, ST Teh WA &1 7
HgcaquT Hehdl ¢
Reliance Industries recorded over ¥4,100 crore of R&D expenditure in FY2024-25.

Reliance Industries & FY2024-25 7 4,100 &3 ¥ 318 &7 R&D T ot foham|

Partnership platforms in India

HIRT # FPigY 79

In terms of partnerships, India already runs strong platforms.

HISERT & ATHA H, IR Teol A &1 Holed H HTToId Il g
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lIT Madras Research Park hosts more than 200 companies near faculty labs and student
teams, creating a daily flow of ideas and talent.

T Fgr R areh Fepr ofat 3R o13 ST & 9rd 200 & 3rfts Hafaay #i giee warg, aa
faaRt 3R gfcsm &1 Sfash varg s=iar g

The Ministry of Defence promotes startup and research lab teaming through iDEX.

&I HATET IDEX & ATEIA H TCICIT 3R MY ol g FgI9T hl Ferar &t gl

The India Semiconductor Mission pairs industry investments with skill pipelines and
academic partnerships, as seen in the Micron ATMP project at Sanand.

ST Yefiehsaex TR 39T A3 Y el Tevensar 3R Qa1 AeRat @ Seary,
ST i 91uie & Micron ATMP 9RYs=r & 2w@r |

Policy actions

Hifaera s

These strands form a workable base.
q Uge] Teh 391N TR ST 81

The task now is to scale them and set clear expectations for private R&D expenditure and
university linkages across sectors.

T FY So¢ [AEAR &1 3R A R&D @F quT fRafdeared gaul & fow Fose 3r9ee ao

AT g

First, we must set three-year R&D-to-sales ratios for autos, pharma, electronics, defence,
space and energy that climb year by year, balanced with export goals and cash-flow realities.

TE T, B 3TeY, BT, Solereiforerd, T&T, 3idet 3R 3l & forw der-adfer R&D-A-fash requrar
T e AIMBT, S & Y 96, 3N foraTe oTeat qUT dAendy Jare i areaiaehe 13T o A1 Hfer
gl

We must use shared IP frameworks that reward publication and commercialisation together.
& |THAT IP BT 31eTTel 1fRT S Fehreret 3R SATTRIARIoT alell st qeEahd i |

Second, reward co-funded projects and shared facilities and offer matching grants where
industry rupees flow through HEIs for multi-year projects with open data deliverables and
industry-relevant key performance indicators.

o, we-faaa ¥ aR@erenai 3k ars giaensit s qEpa ¥ 3R matching grants & S8t
3EZT T AT HEIs & ATETs | Sg-adiy qREATS31 & T et ser 3R Seer-wafid KPI &
Ty garfed &l

Create a dedicated line item for university-managed pilot lines and testbeds that industry can
book by the hour.

feafdeaTor-ga eI qraere argat 3R geTor JIaensit & fov veh A doic MY =110, 5
3T € & YR T g X Th|

Seed multi-university centres around a portfolio of problems rather than isolated projects.
3TerT-2eraT IRV & ST FHEEan3it & NEhifear o 3nerRa sg-favafaezrery o
T &

Third, modernise tax instruments for research.

AIERT, ITHUT & T HT AT T JTETARIRIT HY |

Weighted deductions can focus on measurable outputs such as patents, standards
contributions, clinical milestones or field trials.

R Felfaar 9, ATw AT, derfas AgaweT 1 hieg Ted S AT IRUmAT )
i g1 Fehell 81

Page47

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Link incentives to proof of collaboration with accredited HEls and to hiring graduate
researchers into industry roles.

TcaTg=AT T AT U HEls & TT2 TEART & JATOT 3R 39T 7 2N TATAhRT T 7t T S|
Fourth, teach collaboration.
g, @ |

Support campus programmes that train faculty and PhD scholars to work with industry,
negotiate IP, and run translational projects.

&g FRAFHAT HT FAYA FL SN by 3R PhD Aenfat st 3¢AeT & a1 1 a1, IP R
STerelel el 3R 3fegdre; Hael TRV Tellel & Tl giRIfeTd |

Bring more PhDs into product groups, create dual-track roles with adjunct appointments,
and sponsor doctoral cohorts aligned to corporate roadmaps.

31f¥s PhD et &l 3cure gl & oTd, HgTdes gfFadl & @1 dual-track roles ST¢
3R HTARE ASAT & 377w SiFeic FHE! 1 T H|

Fifth, ask listed companies to report R&D investment and the share of spend that flows to
Indian HEls.

qrdl, Felaed Huferar & R&D fader 3iR ARy HEls T 5= aTel @ & foed T Rale et
&N Fe |

Disclosure nudges boards to treat research as strategic, not incidental.

g GATAT S1ST T ITHUTS &I TR 76T TTodh 0T HIetol & forw 9 T &
Publicise results in Indian languages and in practitioner-friendly formats.

aROTTAT &t HRAT T3 3R STANeThc-31efeher Il 7 Frdsifaleh Y|

That builds prestige around research careers and attracts talent.

g ITHUT HRAT & A fcTsar are g AR Gfs T smefa s g

India’s university campuses sit next to some of the world’s most dynamic markets, and they
carry knowledge traditions that examine technology as part of a broader human inquiry.

AR & faeaferes $aw gfean & Fo Tay afaeiie SRt & are e §, 3R 3 e e
m%ﬁmﬁmmﬁwwﬁmﬂmga{wﬂﬁmﬁl

When corporate research engages that heritage, solutions gain depth and context and match
what high-performing corporate R&D needs.

SIS HIART TN 36 faRTEd & ST 8, AU T63s AR Heat ured id ¢ 3N 3ea-vede
Faie R&D HI 3TaTHaT3 § AT WA &

India has the labs, talent, and markets.

HRA & I JATRTeTy, gfas 3% aem &

The task before the industry is clear: set transparent targets, match grants that buy real lab
time, and collaborate better.

3T o ATHeA A TASE g YRERAT o6 T Y, TH Jefele ¢ Sl arecides ol FHT TS, 3R
SR TG HY|

The task before academic institutions is straightforward: shape research for measurable
value, welcome industry questions, and show evidence of success.

QNeTfOler FEATAT & AN HIA T B ITHEUTST ! AT Hed & fw 31 &, 36T & et
T TG Y, AR FHAT & THATIT T |

Do that, and research becomes a national supply chain, not wishful thinking.
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Daggers drawn between Al
evangelists and doomsayers

Utopian optimism is colliding against apocalyptic pessimism; both have their blind spots; Musk and Huang’s optimism, and Hinton and Sanders’s

doom capture the fault lines of our era — faith versus fear, tech versus society, god-complex versus class-consciousness.

NEWS ANALYSIS
Shubho Sengupta

he fight has begun
T and it’s getting ugly

— like those Mam-
dani vs. Trump pre-NYC
election fisticuffs. Wel-
come to the Al Big Fight.
The battle lines are clear —
the Yeasayers vs. the Nay-
sayers. Those who say Al is
God’s gift to mankind, and
those who hotly claim Al is
going to kill nearly every
job in sight. As with most
Indian family WhatsApp
groups, the truth probably
sits somewhere awkwardly
in the middle. This article
is an attempt to explore
that messy middle.

I saw two fascinating
YouTube discussions re-
cently — one was a fireside
chat between the great dis-
ruptors Elon Musk and Jen-
sen Huang at the U.S.-Saudi
Investment Forum and the
other was a freewheeling
jam session between Geof-
frey Hinton, the so-called
“godfather of AI”, and Se-
nator Bernie Sanders, the
socialist uncle of Silicon
Valley’s nightmares. Both
were eye-openers and,
frankly, anyone remotely
interested in the future of
work should watch them.
Here’s the summary.

Al as post-work utopia

At the U.S.-Saudi Invest-
ment Forum, Mr. Musk
shot off his mouth in true
Musk style - as if X (for-

Al

Time for regulation: Al can be dangerous, but it's not a divine curse. REUTERS

merly Twitter) still owed
him rent — claiming Al and
robotics would make work
“optional”, like gardening
or video games.

Huang, in his signature
leather jacket and Zen-cool
face, nodded sagely, as if
humanity’s  deliverance
was being coded in CUDA.
He reinforced the utopian
vibe — mundane tasks will
vanish, and humans will fi-
nally be free for “meaning-
ful” pursuits.

Mr. Musk then took the
cake... even further. He
predicted that money itself
would stop being relevant.
Al-plus-robotics, he
claimed, could end pover-
ty, democratise healthcare
and even prevent crime
through intelligent surveil-
lance — cue Indian What-
sApp aunties forwarding
fake AI videos of thieves

oe

The IndiaAl Mission aims
to set up an ‘Al Safety
Institute’ — announced
by IT Minister — to find
misuse, set standards
and regulate Al before

it regulates us

being caught. A post-scar-
city dream reminiscent of
Arthur C Clarke’s sci-fi hea-
ven. Hell... or heaven
broke loose. The tech opti-
mists swooned. Al was
now the new messiah — it
would end drudgery, un-
leash creativity, and turn
every human into a philo-
sopher with free Wi-Fi.

But just as Indians were
digesting this digital pra-
sad, Sanders and the Nobel
winner decided to pour

cold filter coffee on the
dream.

Al as social time-bomb
Hinton turned Cassandra.
He warned the world
wasn’t ready for Al's ha-
voc. According to him, Al
wouldn’t take away just the
boring jobs — it would
come for the skilled ones,
too. Imagine an Al that can
code, write poetry, and ar-
gue better than Arnab Gos-
wami — suddenly your
MBA looks like an over-
priced PDF.

Hinton went further —
into apocalyptic territory.
He warned Al could deve-
lop goals of its own, resist
shutdowns, and act in self-
preservation — basically
your boss, but with better
syntax. He also pointed to
inequality — Al wealth, he
said, will pile up in the

pockets of those already
rich: tech giants, VCs, capi-
tal owners.

Problematic extremes

Neither the utopian opti-
mism nor the apocalyptic
pessimism really works.
Each camp has its blind
spots — like Indian news
channels discussing “na-
tional interest”. The uto-
pians underestimate reali-
ty. Musk and Huang
assume the Al transition
will be smooth — like metro
rides in Dubai. But history
says otherwise. Every big
tech shift — industrial, digi-
tal, you name it — left be-
hind inequality, power im-
balances, and a few
billionaires with saviour

complexes.
And the alarmists? They
underestimate human

agency. Hinton’s existen-
tial panic ignores that hu-
mans can regulate and
adapt — sometimes even
before disaster... though in
India, it’s usually after.

Yes, Al can be danger-
ous, but it’s not a divine
curse; it’s a human-made
problem requiring human
accountability. Both sides
simplify the picture. Opti-
mists talk productivity,
pessimists talk job loss. In
between stands Bill Gates,
sipping his Diet Coke of
pragmatism - cautious,
measured, urging gover-
nance over hype.

India’s middle path
For India, Al is both bless-
ing and beast. On one

Daggers drawn between Al evangelists and doomsayers
TATE TeIehT AR faATor-afersaamrent @ sfier Tt T8 aeramn

Daggers drawn between Al evangelists and doomsayers

waré yawent (Al evangelists) iR faamor-ufasrawseit (doomsayers) & sfrar aeran ©i=t ¢ &

hand, it can supercharge
health, education, agricul-
ture and governance — a
leapfrog moment. On the
other, without proper safe-
guards, it could turn into
another East India Compa-
ny in silicon skin — widen-
ing inequalities, killing
jobs, and deepening data
surveillance.

We may get “Al for Bha-
rat” slogans while the real
power sits in California ser-
vers. The challenge is to
make sure Al doesn’t just
speak our languages, but
also serves our people.

The government is put-
ting together a framework
for safe Al deployment.
The IndiaAl Mission aims
to set up an ‘Al Safety Insti-
tute’ — announced by the
IT Minister — to detect mis-
use, set standards and reg-
ulate Al before it regulates
us. Globally too, Al experts
are calling for safety re-
search and clear standards.
The International Al Safety
Report 2025 reads like a
sci-fi horror anthology —
cyberattacks, bio-threats,
systems running amok. But
at least we're talking about
it, which is half the battle in

bureaucratic time.
Finally, Musk and
Huang’s optimism, and

Hinton and Sanders’s
doom capture the fault
lines of our era — faith ver-
sus fear, tech versus socie-
ty, god-complex versus
class-consciousness.

(Shubho Sengupta is a
digital marketer with an
analogue past)

e Utopian optimism is colliding against apocalyptic pessimism; both have their blind
spots; Musk and Huang’s optimism, and Hinton and Sanders’s doom capture the
fault lines of our era — faith vs fear, tech vs society, god-complex vs class-
consciousness

YA STIETE FoAToTeRiT FRTeTang @ 2o @1 8 aM1 & 37 blind spots €; Musk sir Huang
@1 optimism =1 Hinton 3® Sanders &1 doom =#1 77 % fault lines feard € — faith
o fear, tech s@m society, god-complex s class-consciousness
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The fight has begun and it’s getting ugly — like those Mamdani vs. Trump pre-NYC
election fisticuffs.
LTS Y[E & T 2 3TN I8 FegRd Bt o1 @ & — & Mamdani s Trump $#-NYC 57

fisticuffs)

Welcome to the Al Big Fight.
Al Big Fight % ammueht T 81

The battle lines are clear — the Yeasayers vs. the Naysayers.
ders il Wt =y § — Yeasayers sA Naysayers|

Those who say Al is God’s gift to mankind, and those who claim AI will kill nearly
every job.

F AN Fed § fob Al AraaT o foTg wram w1 SueR €, 3 7 Fed € o Al o g2 Jtendt e &
&

As with most Indian family WhatsApp groups, the truth probably sits somewhere

awkwardly in the middle.
S ARt arfaTies Whats App @@t # g 8, = wme o9 & middle & 2 stee 2

This article attempts to explore that messy middle.

7% 7@ 39 messy middle Fr T T TR AT 2

Two fascinating YouTube discussions:

grmeaq YouTube ==t

Elon Musk & Jensen Huang at the U.S.-Saudi Investment Forum
U.S.-Saudi Investment Forum # Elon Musk st Jensen Huang

Geoffrey Hinton & Bernie Sanders — “godfather of AI” vs socialist senator
Geoffrey Hinton (“godfather of AI”) 31k Bernie Sanders — @wrsiamdt #ex

Both were eye-openers for anyone interested in the future of work.
future of work @ &= @ arai & forg @i € == eye-openers o

Al as post-work utopia
Tite-Teh JEIUAT o ®9 H TATS

At the U.S.-Saudi Investment Forum, Mr. Musk shot off his mouth in true Musk
style — claiming Al and robotics would make work “optional”, like gardening or

video games.
U.S.-Saudi Investment Forum & Musk 3 313 fafsre siers & o1 5 AT 37 robotics s &t

“optional” st &, S gardening a1 video games|
Huang, in his signature leather jacket and Zen-cool face, nodded sagely, reinforcing
the utopian vibe — mundane tasks will vanish, humans will finally be free for

“meaningful” pursuits.
Huang = s leather jacket 3t Zen-cool ==t < @ weafa s 3K utopian vibe wse@ it —

HIEROT 1 e & S S AT “meaningful” wrEt 3 fa 3w 2
Mr. Musk then took the cake... even further.
ek a1g Musk 3 568 oft 310 s/gert oI e

He predicted that money itself would stop being relevant.

S e foh e gE & ST g s
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Al-plus-robotics could end poverty, democratise healthcare, and even prevent
crime through intelligent surveillance.
Al-plus-robotics poverty @ & @& 7, healthcare %t Sieaifes sHT @ehar &, 3K

intelligent surveillance % St crime U= Tt 2

A post-scarcity dream reminiscent of Arthur C Clarke’s sci-fi heaven.
Iz T post-scarcity dream 2, Sit Arthur C Clarke % sci-fi heaven & zg faamar 21

The tech optimists swooned — AI as the new messiah ending drudgery, unleashing
creativity, turning every human into a philosopher with free Wi-Fi.

&% optimists Iafed & M@ — Al st o weftet 7d g¢, S drudgery @ s, creativity sgme,
3T & g9H w1 free Wi-Fi art philosopher & see &m

But just as Indians were digesting this digital prasad, Sanders and the Nobel winner

decided to pour cold filter coffee on the dream.
Qfer sta W 39 digital prasad # w=n ® 9, @t Sanders 3 Nobel fasiar 7 3@ g7 = cold

filter coffee 33w <1

Al as social time-bomb
AT ZTEH-ATH & T T TS

Hinton turned Cassandra — warning that the world is not ready for AI’s havoc.
Hinton & & & Cassandra s T¢ — =@t od ge 6 3fer Al i qemet & forg fam =& 2|
Al won’t take away just the boring jobs — it will come for the skilled ones too.
Al Fa@ 3aTs it 78 o — I skilled Frewfeat & @i «ff smom

Imagine an Al that can code, write poetry, and argue better than Arnab Goswami —
suddenly your MBA looks like an overpriced PDF.
wife, wk Al St code # waat &, poetry for@ @kt 2, 3t Arnab Goswami @ ft sz debate &

TdT & — e 39w MBA & overpriced PDF & @ 21

Hinton went further — into apocalyptic territory.

Hinton &% & sig — apocalyptic territory @i

Al could develop goals of its own, resist shutdowns, act in self-preservation —
basically your boss, but with better syntax.

Al 31 g7  wea famita st wshar 2, shutdown 1 fatte st @kt €, self-preservation @ &m
AT § — TEAq: SR a1, AT S8 syntax s @l

He warned about inequality — Al wealth will pile up in the pockets of the already
rich: tech giants, VCs, capital owners.

3= inequality i =t & — Al & guft uger & s @i (tech giants, VCs, capital
owners) T S § SHT g

Problematic extremes
AHETIET

Neither utopian optimism nor apocalyptic pessimism works — both camps have
blind spots.

3@ utopian optimism Fm =T 8, 7 & apocalyptic pessimism — 31 9ai % 319+ blind
spots =

Utopians underestimate reality — assuming Al transition will be smooth like Dubai
metro rides.

Page5 1
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Utopians arEafirerdr st &7 3Tiehd & — A @ 1 Al &1 9f@ds Dubai & metro rides s
smooth grm

But history shows every major tech shift left behind inequality, power imbalance,
and billionaires with saviour complexes.

Tfer sfoema fawmar € fo &t st gt seema 3 inequality, power imbalance, 3 saviour
complex 3w billionaires ¥ o)

Alarmists underestimate human agency — humans can regulate and adapt,
sometimes even before disaster.
Alarmists e TSt % w7 aTiehd § — A7 regulate 3 adapt = g 8, F-wf s
RECHE
Yes, Al can be dangerous — but it is not a divine curse; it is a human-made
problem requiring human accountability.
&, Al @atT & "ehar § — dferT 7% %1 divine curse 7&; 78 & human-made problem &,
& human accountability =z
*  Optimists talk productivity, pessimists talk job loss — in between stands Bill
Gates, sipping his Diet Coke of pragmatism.
Optimists productivity i sra xd &, pessimists job loss it — s &= # Bill
Gates s34 2, 379 Diet Coke St pragmatism & e

India’s middle path
WA T 7T AT

For India, Al is both blessing and beast.

ara & fow Al s armsfiate off 2 o7t tsh sreremt wites ot

On one hand, it can supercharge health, education, agriculture, governance — a
leapfrog moment.

% 3R, 7T health, education, agriculture, governance %' supercharge s ¥ & — &%
leapfrog momenti

On the other hand, without safeguards, it could become another East India Company
in silicon skin — widening inequalities, killing jobs, deepening data surveillance.
ZEt A, Fear o forr 7 silicon skin # East India Company =7 @sa1 @ — inequalities sgr
T 7, jobs T = Tkt 7, 3R data surveillance e &t ek 2

We may get “Al for Bharat” slogans, while the real power sits in California
servers.

74 “Al for Bharat” S/ T fich, Swifer areafas wife California servers @ st gifi

The challenge is to ensure Al speaks our languages and serves our people.
TN I8 & foF Al 3ot wreTd aiver 3 FHR S T Har Y

The government is creating a framework for safe AI deployment.

wen safe Al deployment %1 &f=m a1 & 2

The IndiaAl Mission aims to set up an Al Safety Institute — announced by the IT
Minister — to detect misuse, set standards, and regulate Al before it regulates us.
IndiaAl Mission t Al Safety Institute wnfia s &t asm a1 w1 & — & I'T Minister 3

=NfYa form — d1fer misuse Tsher 51 @k, standards @ @ 3 Al =8 regulate =¥ sa@ ugat 70 Al
@t regulate =

Globally, experts are calling for safety research and clear standards.
I T W fmiwg safety research 3 clear standards i #77 # @ 2
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e The International Al Safety Report 2025 reads like a sci-fi horror anthology —
cyberattacks, bio-threats, systems running amok.
International Al Safety Report 2025 t= sci-fi horror anthology ' &z et st & —

cyberattacks, bio-threats, systems s fz=0r & smet g

e But at least we’re talking about it, which is half the battle in bureaucratic time.
AT 1 ¥ FH 20 30 W oTa L @ 8, S Aihamel que # eft et Sfia S 2

Final fault lines
gifaw ferae-{Emd

e Finally, Musk and Huang’s optimism and Hinton and Sanders’s doom capture the

fault lines of our era — faith vs fear, tech vs society, god-complex vs class-
consciousness.

#iaa:, Musk it Huang =t optimism =1 Hinton 3= Sanders %t doom saw 77 1 fault

lines fe@md & — faith s=mw fear, tech = society, god-complex s=m class-
consciousness|

New finds highlight Great Nicobar project site’s biodiversity
BGS Iil: Environment

Pankaj Sekhsaria

A new species of snake
with only four records till
date, and a potentially new
species of bird photo-
graphed only thrice in over
adecade are among the lat-
est finds from the site of
the Great Nicobar Island
mega infrastructure pro-
ject. Described in Novem-
ber, the two are among the
nearly 40 new species re-
ported from here since
2021.

These include two spe-
cies of frogs, four crabs,
two geckos and a number
of insects, including flies,
moths, and beetles. Nearly
half of these have been de-
scribed in 2025 alone.

Named Lycodon irwini
after the renowned Austra-
lian zookeeper Steve Irwin,
the new wolf snake was de-
scribed in the journal Evo-
lutionary Systematics by a
teamn of researchers that in-
cluded R.S. Naveen and
S.R. Chandramouli of the
Pondicherry  University,
Zeeshan A. Mirza of the
Max Planck Institute for
Biology, and naturalist Gir-
ish Choure.

Restricted range

Given the snake’s rarity, its
sharply restricted range
and potential threats, the
researchers have recom-
mended that it be classified
as “Endangered” under
the International Union for

A paper on the Great Nicobar Crake was published recently.

Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List criteria.

It is from the same east
coast of Great Nicobar that
birders Pia Sethi and Nitu
Sethi from Delhi and Vik-
ram Shil from Port Blair

had recently published a
paper on the Great Nicobar
Crake (Rallina sp).

Writing in the journal
Indian Birds, the authors
note that very little is
known of its “biology, dis-

tribution, or population
status” and suggest this
could be a new species to
science given the “distinc-
tive set of (its) morphologi-
cal features, including sev-
eral novel ones”.

1,800 species of fauna
Great Nicobar Island is re-
ported to have 650 species
of plants and over 1,800
species of fauna. The re-
gion also boasts of remar-
kable genetic biodiversity,
exhibiting about 24% ende-
mism among some faunal
groups. The regular discov-
ery of new species, includ-
ing the latest finds, high-
lights the island’s rich
biodiversity.

“I am delighted to hear

New finds highlight Great Nicobar project site’s biodiversity
T T Ae fAeRtem aiEeET T i S fafaear i SR e §

of the new snake and of a
new species of crake that
has been tentatively de-
scribed from Great Nico-
bar,” said Asad Rahmani,
prominent ornithologist
and former director of the
Bombay Natural History
Society.

“Great Nicobar has per-
haps the finest tropical
rain forest left in India and
this calls for its total pro-
tection,” Dr. Rahmani
added.

(Pankaj Sekhsaria is
author/editor of seven
books on the A&N Islands,
including The Great Nico-
bar Betrayal [The Hindu
Group, 2024] and Island on
Edge-The Great Nicobar
Crisis’ [Westland 2025])

A new species of snake with only four records till date, and a potentially new species of bird

photographed only thrice in over a decade are among the latest finds from the site of the Great

Nicobar Island mega infrastructure project.

T Ak hael TR NehiE Tl ek T2 1T <hT UATH, 3R Tk HTfer 93 eft it yainfa Rt o=t fuse o o fadk &=

TR &t TE &, T2 FREr o & A SRR aRr ieiee Toe O fuet Fean @it | e #

e Described in November, the two are among the nearly 40 new species reported from

here since 2021.
FasR ¥ Fftfa F g, 2021 § =t fard i 78 @t 40 78 gsfaat § e 2)
e These include two species of frogs, four crabs, two geckos and a number of insects,

including flies, moths, and beetles.
TTH 3T Hewhi shi TSI, TR hehs, & Wehl, 3T &3 hie SMHA & HiRgdr, o R o
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Nearly half of these have been described in 2025 alone.
0§ T A1l SiTfaRt sheaer 2025 7 € aftla it TS 2

Named Lycodon irwini after the renowned Australian zookeeper Steve Irwin, the
new wolf snake was described in the journal Evolutionary Systematics by a team of
researchers that included R.S. Naveen and S.R. Chandramouli of the Pondicherry
University, Zeeshan A. Mirza of the Max Planck Institute for Biology, and naturalist
Girish Choure.

wfeg siegferms SR #ha e % 7@ = Lycodon irwini @ e a8 =i 9% T,
Evolutionary Systematics b § werrtia g1 o1, & ife=’t faafoeme= % R.S. Naveen, S.R.

Chandramouli, #7@ <% $&icge % Zeeshan A. Mirza, i w=fifae Girish Choure sfza
IMershatatt it = afvia famm

Restricted range
Hiferm o

Given the snake’s rarity, its sharply restricted range and potential threats, the
researchers have recommended that it be classified as “Endangered” under the
IUCN Red List criteria.

TEeh! gV, STcid Hifird &t A wviTird @l i ewd ge, eskare 4 38 IUCN e foeree o sgam
“srfeeragaviter (Endangered)” & &9 & affehd s ot fawiier i 2

It is from the same east coast of Great Nicobar that birders Pia Sethi, Nitu Sethi and
Vikram Shil had recently published a paper on the Great Nicobar Crake (Rallina
sp).

U Teptem o 36t ooff de @ S Toram |&t, i &, STk fasew sitet 7 21t & 4 9 freeiam shes (Rallina
SP) T T I T JRTIT foha 2

Writing in the journal /ndian Birds, the authors note that very little is known of its
“biology, distribution, or population status” and suggest this could be a new species to
science given the “distinctive set of morphological features”.

Indian Birds 9t % f@d §u, TRashi 5 S o gaehl “Sfafamm, fomwor, an smeear Rufa” & sy
FE HH SRR €, SN et “fafire s faevand” ek 3t ¥ 6 7 foge o fore 7 s & weRdt R

1,800 species of fauna
1,800 <fa-<ig s=irfaat

Great Nicobar Island is reported to have 650 species of plants and over 1,800 species
of fauna.
e Fepem gia 650 urew wetaat st 1,800 # siferss Sfta-siq Sfoat o St €|

The region also boasts of remarkable genetic biodiversity, exhibiting about 24%
endemism among some faunal groups.

TE & IeET SR Safafaaar &1 ot & 3 Fo St wqgt § et 24 % wefaswar (endemism)
waffa s R

The regular discovery of new species, including the latest finds, highlights the island’s
rich biodiversity.
7% et it fafia @, e Fefiaan @it of wfte €, 39 6w i ogg St fafaerar s g 2

“I am delighted to hear of the new snake and of a new species of crake that has been
tentatively described from Great Nicobar,” said Asad Rahmani, prominent
ornithologist and former director of the Bombay Natural History Society.
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“TE | 31 TSI TR T3 56 TN 3 G G H 98 T6 €, I FHeA1 & A AT 1, ST T vadt
forivg st BNHS % 7& fewre 2

e “Great Nicobar has perhaps the finest tropical rain forest left in India and this calls for
its total protection,” Dr. Rahmani added.

2. AT T AR e, “Ue Fepan § IR & @ad: garan Y Ierk e aute a9 € 3R 3 forg o
T AT 2l
e (Pankaj Sekhsaria is author/editor of seven books on the A&N Islands, including The

Great Nicobar Betrayal (2024) and Island on Edge-The Great Nicobar Crisis
(2025))

(TSt TeETRET SHSHM-FehIa St T |d qeaehi o orgsh/Eares &, 7 The Great Nicobar
Betrayal (2024) =i Island on Edge-The Great Nicobar Crisis (2025) snfie €)

Winged visitors

Checked-in: Migratory birds have started arriving at the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary in Morigaon, Assam. RITU RAJ KONWAR
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Steady rise in electricity-related fatality rates in India

Most accidents in 2025 occurred due to accidental contact with live wires

— —

Cheta Sheth,
Vardhan Gupta The data for
Sreekumar Nhalur were sourced

lectricity-related accidents
killed over 18,000 people
in India in 2023. Electrocu-
tion is the primary reason fol-
lowed by lightning and electrical
fire (Chart 1). Over the years, elec-
trical fatality rate — the number of
deaths per lakh population — has

from the

Chief Electrical
Inspectorate, the
All India Electrical

Accident Statistics of
the Central Electricity
Authority and the
Accidental Deaths and
Suicides in India report

: . M Electricity-related In 2023, at least In 2025, 61% of The authors are
risen (Chart 2). In 2023, at leﬁ‘“ L Ive WI res 1 accidents killed over z one person per 3 accidents occurred in - with Prayas (Energy
one person per lakh population [ ] 18,000 people in India lakh population distribution networks, ~ Group), and thank

died due to electrical accidents in
India. In Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, the UK. and the U.S., the
electrical fatality rate was between
0.01 and 0.04.

lost lives

died due to electrical
accidents in India

in 2023, with electrocution
being the primary reason

Chart 2: Deaths due to electrical accidents Il and electrical
fatality rate — the number of deaths per lakh

followed by non-industrial
consumer premises at 30%

Swapnil Patil for
data visualisation

S Map 3: Four-year
{ average electrical

Among States, the four-year av- 50 Chart 1: population lll — inindia fatality rate, State-wise
erage electrical fatality rate varied eleceal Electial atality rate <~_
widely, ranging from as low as 0.2 panil 15,000 RN
in some States to as high as 2.6 in 0 2023 /
others (Map 3). g Deaths

Until 2013, the Accidental » AN
Deaths and Suicides in India re- 14%
port showed the break-up of elec- 9%
trical deaths in more than 50 me- 0 | 10,000 7
gacities. In 2013, around 13% of the e&ﬁéﬁs;‘tfa“re Lightning Shocks
total electrical deaths in India oc- \
curred in megacities (Table 4). ]
These cities also had a higher pro- ?blenl_: The absgt_ute‘numberand share of electrical \

. . eaths in mega-cities (2013)

f[{nrunnzggédeaﬂ;s due to elect_n clal 50007 In the map. the darker the colour, the higher the
s:neasllgr ~ S}zai_i: 01} Cg:{{’;:mg;nx Particulars Fire* | Total four-year average electrical fatality rate
shocks (-11%). Megacities

According to the Chief Electri- Lpf;l“a':;o" 1607 | 1,074 | 414 | 1488 Chart 7: The share
cal Inspectorate, in 2025, 61% of Alindia 12288 [ 10218 | 1690 [ 11908 of various causes
accidents occurred in distribution Megacitics * : : . [ R B - 0 OF electrical
networks, followed by non-indus- astof 2% | 105% | 205% | 125% 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023 accidents (in %)
trial consumer premises at 30% total

(Chart 5). Given that most acci-
dents occurred at the distribution

“Electrical fire

Chart 6: Number of victims who were staff and part of the general
publicin select DISCOMs

level, we examined data from se- Chart 5: The share of locations of electrical DISCOM/ Consumers/ Consumers/
lect distribution companies (DIS- accidents fin %] states e public | ™! | public (%) .
COMS)]—_[ Dlsg;“fs hmp_ﬂf!Ed that Gujarat 19 317 | as6 | os% H 15 |
more than 90% of the vicims were Generation | 0.1% Karnataka 13 242 255 95% 2 8
general public (Table 6). Kerala 19 222 241 92% E E 1 u, £
Most accidents in 2025 oc- Transmission ||| 5-6% Rajasthan 54 832 | 866 | od% H ERERE T
curred due to accidental contact istribution Maharashtra 2 826 68 950 £ ] 2 E H N
with live wire (35%) and neglect in Distributio sil: & 3 £ & ¢
g & g3
' : Industrial facheaBracest 9 135 144 | 9% s : £t £ = 2
safety measures or lack of supervi- consumers || 2+8% (one DISCOM) £ 2 H H B B g
sion (15%). This shows poor atten- . Telangana [one s T El E g ¥}
. Non-industrial 12 276 288 96% Y| [ < 2 El a £
tion to safety by the DISCOMs and consumers DISCOM) Mz 2 5 3 53

low awareness among the public.

Steady rise in electricity-related fatality rates in India

R A fasrell-waftra 7oy aT 7 Far gefer

Electricity-related accidents in India

et # Rroreht ¥ W T gefead

o Electricity-related accidents killed over 18,000 people in India in 2023.
2023 # HR & fosTell & Hefere geieA3i =1 18,000 ¥ 3rfar @Y ¥ Si1eT of |

e Electrocution is the primary reason followed by lightning and electrical fire (Chart 1).
HET HRUT SAFSIFYLI ¢, S8 aTe;, farsrelt P 3R gafdrganer 3mr (A€ 1) 314 £

e Over the years, electrical fatality rate — the number of deaths per lakh population — has
risen (Chart 2).

avf & g, fastel & 7eg &X — 9 T e ey o) Al i e — 9@ § (e 2)1
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In 2023, at least one person per lakh population died due to electrical accidents in India.
2023 #, R # Yl Ueh AT IET I FH A F Teh ch b 1 Al fasTell gere=3it 3 g3

In Japan, Australia, New Zealand, the U.K. and the U.S., the electrical fatality rate was
between 0.01 and 0.04.

ST, e o, 7yaitdls, .%. 3R oW, # g 27 0.01 & 0.04 & e |

Among States, the four-year average electrical fatality rate varied widely, ranging from as
low as 0.2 in some States to as high as 2.6 in others (Map 3).

Tt 7 aR-ata itaa fasrelt 7y e i et B — o Tt # ¥ 0.2 foaeh w4, 3R
FS H 2.6 5=l 31f8 & (AR 3)|

Until 2013, the Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India report showed the break-up of
electrical deaths in more than 50 megacities.

2013 d%, Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India RaYE # 50 & 31 Amfads # fosren-
gatfr AT T SART QA AT

In 2013, around 13% of the total electrical deaths in India occurred in megacities (Table 4).
2013 #, 1R # fSsTell & g5 el FG T AT 13% AT H g3 AT (1T 4)|

These cities also had a higher proportion of deaths due to electrical fires (~25%) and a
comparatively smaller share of deaths from shocks (~11%).

T QAERT H Solfebgenel T A glet aTell HidT T 3TIT TEH (~25%) T, STk Aleh & gt aTelr
AT T TEEHT r98Thel A (~11%) AT

Where accidents occur and who is affected

gUeTe Fg1 g1t & 3 et IX e wsaT @

According to the Chief Electrical Inspectorate, in 2025, 61% of accidents occurred in
distribution networks, followed by non-industrial consumer premises at 30% (Chart 5).

#Ey fegd fAlerhray & 31aR, 2025 # 61% gee-Tt Raior Aeas # g3, g0 e -
site e susierar ot # 30% gHeat g8 (e 5)

Given that most accidents occurred at the distribution level, we examined data from select
distribution companies (DISCOMs).

TE ST g o 3HARTr GHTATE FAROT TR W g%, ToAT g% [Ia0r Huferaii (DISCOMSs) & 3HTehs
ST T

DISCOMs reported that more than 90% of the victims were general public (Table 6).
DISCOMs & sarar for D3l 7 90% & 31 ATerRor Serar &Y (dArforerr 6) |

Most accidents in 2025 occurred due to accidental contact with live wire (35%) and
neglect in safety measures or lack of supervision (15%).

2025 3 TR GECATV ATFT AR F HTHTEAF TIH (35%) 3T F&T 3urat Y srerewl a
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This shows poor attention to safety by the DISCOMs and low awareness among the public.
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